
Metropolitan Edison Company
Post Office Box 480
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057
717 944-4041

Writer's Direct Dial Number

February , 1980
TLL 080

Office of Inspection and Enforcement
Attn: Boyce H. Grier, Director
Region I
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
631 Park Avenue
King of Prussia, Pa. 19406

Dear Sir:

Three Mile Island Nuclear Station, Unit II (TMI-2)
Operating License No. DPR-73

Docket No. 50-320
Special Report 80-003/99X-0

Attached please find Special Report 80-003/99X-0 concerning the pneumatic
timing device failure on Emergency Diesel Generator DF-X-1B.

Please note, under the applicable Technical Specifications at the time of
the failure, this is not a reportable event since no specifications were
violated. However, given the status of the Unit II facility, we are
reporting this event as a special report.

RFW:SDC:hah

Attachment

cc: J. T. Collins

8003 110 .57573

Metropolitan Edison Company is a Member of the General Public Utilities System
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TLL 080

SPECIAL REPORT--NARRATIVE REPORT

SPECIAL REPORT so-oovsax-o
Event Date 01-31-80

I. EXPLANATION OF OCCURRENCE 

During a manual surveillance starting of Fnergency Diesel Generator
DF-X-1B, the diesel generator tripped within 15 seconds, due to low
oil pressure.

II. CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE 

The pneumatic timing unit for relay T3A is designed to perform an
alarm delay function for low lube oil pressure until the oil pressure
after startup can exceed the trip reset point. The timing unit cycled
out in 7 seconds instead of the preset 20 seuunds. Therefore, it did
not allow sufficient time for lube oil pressure to exceed the 18 psig
trip reset point. When the timing unit cycled out the diesel was
automatically tripped due to low lube oil pressure.

III. CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE OCCURRENCE 

At the time of the occurrence, the Unit II facility was in a long term
cold shutdown state described as Mode 5 operation by the Technical
Specifications.

Continuity of Vital Functions of the facility were unaffected since offsite
power was available, Emergency Diesel Generator DF-X71A and both BOP
diesel generators were operable and the 13-2kV line was available.

NOTE: TMI-II Technical Specifications require, during Mode 5
operation, that 1 Emergency Diesel Generator be operable.
Therefore, this occurrence was not a reportable event.
However, given the status of the Unit II facility, we are
reporting this event as a special report.

INT. CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN OR TO BE TAKEN 

The pneumatic timing unit for relay T3A on Emergency Diesel Generator
DF-X-18 was replaced and the diesel was successfully operated.

The timing unit will be returned to the manufacturer to determine if a
generic problem exists with this unit or type of unit.

V. COMPONENT FAILURE DATA

Pneumatic Timing Unit:
Manufacturer-1TE
Catalog No.--JZOIT3; 398; 76311286
Design Function--Adjustable from 0-180 seconds
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V. Component Failure Data continued 

Component performance/failure: Delay not repeatable, and could
not be set for a given time delay.
Unit eventually failed to 0 seconds
delay for any setting.
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