
OCS No: 50320880523 
Date: May 23. 1988 

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURQENCE--PN0-1-88-SS 

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety 
or public interest significance. The information is as initially received without 
verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the Region I 
staff on this date. 

Facility: 
GPU Nuclear Corporation 
Middletown, PA 17057 
ON 50-320 

Licensee Emergency Classification : 
Notif ication of Unusual Event 
Alert 
Site Area Emergency 
General Emergency 

---x- Not Applicable 

Subject: WORKER FALLS INTO TMI-2 REACTOR VESSEL 

At approximately 1:10 p.m. on May 23, 1988 an individual wor~lng on the defuel i ng 
platform slipped and fell part way into the reactor vessel . The individual worker was 
installing eQuioment in the reactor ves sel in preparation for re- ' nstallat i on of the 
plasma arc cutting assembly. The ~or~er rad te~oorar i ly unhooked himself from a sling 
to accomplish the work . ~e broke hi s fall by grabbing the defueling platform . 
The worker's legs, up to his ~nees, were ~et ard contami nated . Hi s protective 
clothing included double protective c lothing. wetsuit and respiratory protection. He 
was taken from the reactor bu i lding to a decor tamtr.at ton area. 

Preliminary licensee do se estimates i nd icate that the ~orker is e1pected to receive 
about 200 mill i rad s~in dose to the l egs. The li censee is performing a detailed dose 
estimate and btoa ssay for the wo~ker . In i tia l decontaminatic~ ~as been performed 
reducing the s~ i n contamination to about SOO cpm. The worker received only minor 
bruises and did not require any med ical trPat~ent . The licensee conducted a critique 
on the event and i s assess ir g the need ~o r any procedural or wor~ practice changes. 
The resident inspectors are fo'low i ng l tcensee act 1ons. 

The Com~onwealth of Pennsylvan•a has be~~ •rforred . 

The licensee plans to i s s~e a pres~ re l ea s~. T~e NQC wj ll res pond t c oress inquiries . 

CONTACT : C. Cowg i 11 
346-Si28 
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