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PR:LIHINARY NOTIFICATION 

~-------------~::--------------------------------~--------------.. March 28, 1919 

PRELUtiHAAY ttOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PN0-79-,7 

Facility: Thre~ Mile Island Unit 2 
Middletown, Pennsylvania 
(Docket No. 50-320) 

Subject: REACTOR SCRAM FOLLa~£0 BY A SAFETY INJECTION AT THREE HILE 
lSLAHD - UNIT 2 

The licensee notified Region I at approximately 7:45 A~ of an incident at 
Three Mfle Island Unit 2 (THI-2) which occurred at approximately ~:00 AM 
at 98~ power when the secondary feed pumps tripped due to a feedw~tcr 
polishing system problem. This resulted in a turbine trip and su~se­
q~~nt reactor trip on H1gh Reactor Coolant Pressure. A combinattnn of 
.Feed P~ Operation and Pressurizer Relief- Stea~ Generator rel{~f 
valve operation caused a Reactor Coolant System (RCS) cooldown. At ~ 
1600 psig, Emergency Safeguards Actuation occurred. All ECCS ccn~~nents 
started and operated properly. Water level increased in the P~ssurl1er 
and Safety Injection was secured manually approximately 5 minute~ ~fter 
actuation. It was subsequently res~~d. The Reactor Coolant Pl=.~s were 
secured when low net positive suction head limits were approach~J. 

About 7:00 AM. high activity was noted in the RCS Coolant Sample Lines 
(approximately 600 tnr/hr contact readings). A Site Emergency W.\s then 
declared. At approximately 7:30 AM, a General Emergency was d!cl~~d 
based on High Radiation levels in the Reactor Building. At 8:30 ~~ sfte 
boundar.y radiation levels were reported to not be significant (l~ss than 
1 mr/hr). The source of activity was stated to be failed fuel ~s ~ 
result of the transient, and due to a known previous p~i~a~ to ~~condar,y 
leak in Steam Generator B. 

The Region I Incident Response Center was activated at 8:10 k~ ~nd 
direct communications with the li~ensee and IE:Headquarters was ~st~b-

. lished. The Respo. -~ leam was dispatched at 8:45 rui and arrive~ ~t the 
site at 10:05 AM. 

At 10:45 N~ the Reactor Coolant System Pressure w~s be1ng held ~t 1950 
psig with temperature at 2200F in th2 cold leg. By 10:45 AM, r~,h3tion 
levels of 3 mr/hr had been detected 500 yards offsite. 
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March 28. 1979 
PH0-79-57 

Tn!re is sianificant media interest at the present time because of 
concern about potential offsite radiation/contamination. The Commonwea1t 
of Pennsylvania and EPA have been informed. Press contacts are being 
made by the licensee and rmc • 

. 
Contact: GKlingler, IE x2~19 FHolan.,JE x28019 SEBryan. IE x28019 

~=~~ Distribution: Transmitted H St :!J: ~-. 
ChAirman Hendrie Commissioner Bradford S. J. thilk, SECY 
Cocmissioner Kennedy Coamissioner Aheame C. C. Kacmerar. CA · 
Commissioner GilinskY (For o;str1bution) 

Transmitted: HtlSB __ _ 
L. V. Gossick, EDO 

P. Bldg 3~ qO 
H. R. Oenton,:NRR 
R. C. DeYour.g, NRR 
R. J. Mattson. NRR 
V. Stello, HRR 

H. L. Ornstein, EOO 
J. J. Fouchard, PA 
S. H. Haller, MPA 

. R. G. RYan, OSP 
· H. K. Shapar, ELD 

R. S. Boyd, NRR 
SS B 1 dg '--:-o---: 
W. J. Dircks, NMSS 
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