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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-79-67

This praliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of event of
POSSIBLE safety or public _interest siagnificance. The information
presented s as initially received without verification or evaluation
and 1s basically all that 1s Known Dy staff on this date. e
Facility: Three Mile Island Unit 2

Middletown, Pennsylvania

(Docket No. 50-320)

Subject: REACTOR SCRAM FOLLOWED BY A SAFETY INJECTION AT THREE MILg
1SLAND - UNIT 2

The licensee notified Region I at approximately 7:45 AM of an incident at
Three Mile Island Unit 2 (TMI-2) which occurred at approximately $:00 AM
at 98% power when the secondary feed pumps tripped due to a feedwater
polishing system problem. This resulted in a turbine trip and subse-
quent reactor trip on High Reactor Coolant Pressure. A combination of
.Feed Pump Operation and Pressurizer Relief - Steam Generator rel{uf
valve operation caused a Reactor Coolant System (RCS) cooldown. At
1600 psig, Emergency Safeguards Actuation occurred. A11 ECCS components
started and operated properly. Water level increased in the Pressurizer
and Safety Injection was secured manually approximately 5 minutes after
actuation. It was subsequently resumed. The Reactor Coolant Pumps were
secured when low net positive suction head limits were approachad.

About 7:00 AM, high activity was notad in the RCS Coolant Sample Ljnes
(approximately 600 mr/hr contact readings). A Site Emergency was thep
declared. At approximately 7:30 AM, a General Emergency was declared
based on High Radiatfon levels in the Reactor Building. At 8:30 av site
boundary radiation levels were reported to not be significant (1ess than
1 mr/h:y. The source of activity was stated to be failed fuel as
result of the transient, and due to a known previous primary to sccondary
leak in Steam Generator B.

The Region I Incident Response Center was activatad at 8:10 AM ang
direct communications with the licensee and IE:Headquarters was cs:ab-

. lished. The Respo: .: Team was dispatched at B8:45 AM and arrived at the
site at 10:05 AM.

At 10:45 AH the Reactor Coolant System Pressure was being held at y950
psig with temperature at 2200F in the cold leg. By 10:45 AM, radiation
levels of 3 mr/hr had bean detected 500 yards offsite.
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Tnere is significant media interest at the present time because of
concern about potentia]l offsite radiation/contamination. The Commonwealt
of Pennsylvania and EPA have been informzd. Press contacts are being
made by the Ticensee and MRC.
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