
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION 

July 31, 1979 

PP.ELII'.IIiARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURREtlCE--PN0-79-297 

This oreliminarv notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE 
safetv or ouolic interest sionificance. The information oresented is as 
initiallv received without verification or evaluation and is bas1cally all 
that is kno~n bv IE staff on this date. 

fACILITY: Metropolitan Edison Company 
Three Mile Island Unit 1 
50-289/50·320 

SU3J:CT: LIQUID DISCHARGE TO SUSQU£HANNA RIVER 

On July 26, 1979, an on-site NRC inspector discovered that a total beta 
act.i•lity analysis was not perform~d on an ongoing discharge of the waste 
~vao~rator condensate storage tank, (WECST). Upon notification the licensee's 
r..anagement immediately terminated the liquid discharge . Subsequent analysis_7 and ~valuation showed that the total unidentified beta act ivi ty was 1.8 x 10 
r.licr~cudes/r.ii 11 i 1 iter (uCi/ml) at the discharge poir.t to the river, which had 
ex:e~dec the regul~jory instantaneous release limit for unidentified beta 
a:tio:ity of 1 x 10 uCi/ml. 

ih~ lice1see'~ liquid discharge procedures were upgraded to require analys is 
cf tcta1 beta activity in the WECST prior to discharge to the river which will 
i nsu~e that necessary analyses and evaluation are performed in the future. 

Tne c:ver.t is being covered by ne••;>apers and television. The Commonwealth of 
?enr.syh·ania has be!!n infomed. 

~ n~~s :~iefing ~as held by the li cense~. 

:;?.:, ~!!~ion I, (Philadelpt'tia) received notification of tr. i s occurrence by 
teie;non~ call from the resident off ice staff on July 2i. 19iS, at 9:00a.m. 
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