Metropolitan Edison Company
Post Olfice Box 542

Reading Pennsylvania 19603
215 929-3601

June 28, ‘1979

Mr. Chip Foster

Special Inquiry Group on TMI
6935 Arlington Boulevard
Bethesda, MD 20014

Dear Mr. Foster:

I am responding to your telephone request yesterday for the trans-
cripts of press briefings, conferences, statements, etc. that were made
by Met-Ed from March 28 until the time when the NRC took over the respon-
sibilities for issuing public statements regarding the TMI accident

situation.
Enclosed please find those transcripts, etc. that I know to be
available.
Yours tr
(/“
[ ] '/‘ / o
Blaine F. Fabian
Manager-Communications Services
BFF:dle
Enclosures

«: Ernest Blake, E<q.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS |
"POOR QUALITY PAGES

Metropolitan Edison Company is a Member of the General Public Utilities System 6 o ” 70 4-/9 ?




LY

ATTACHMENT A

Inft{al Statement, 7:30 A M,, March 28, 1979

"The nuclear recactor at Three Mle Island Unit 2 was shutdown &s prescribed
when a malfunction related to a feedwater-pu=p occurred about 4:00 a.m., Wednesday
(March 28). The cntire unit was systematically shut down and will be out of

scrvice for about a week while equipment is checked and repairs made."




ATTACHMENT D

e 2zl 2 turbine trip early this morning due to a feedwater problem in the
secondarr 3iZe of the plant (not a nuclear problen). This caused the reactor to
tTip on =li:: oressure, which was followed by the pressurizer refief valves

relievi=:. <xich resulted in & radioactive water relecasc in the reactor building.

W

{=c2 z=1s radioactive coolant water was released inside the reactor building,
this leZ :: che emergency plan implementation. Radiation monitoring tcaus have
been dispt:ched on site and off site to monitor for possible external radioactive

rcleases. Yone has been found, and we do not expect any.

we 27: oresently bringing the plant down to an orderly cold shut-dowm

condition, vith no consequences to the public expected.
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ATTACHENT E

Statezent “repared For Answering Press Oueries As Of Noon, March 28, 1979

At %:00 a.m. Wednesday, the reactar at TMI Unit 2 was automatically tripped

and shut éswn due to a mechanical malfunct? in the Systen.

All procedures dictated by state and regulatory authorities have bem followed,
including the routine notification of state Civil Defense, Environmental, and
police cutiorities.

In 2zcordance with procedura, radiation levels are belns monitored in and
around the plant. At this tire, therc have been no recordings of any sigificant
levels oI radiation, and none are expected outside the plant. No evacuation of
the local sopulation is indicated at this time. The reactor is being coeled
according to design by the resctor coolant system and should be cooled by the

end of the day. There 1Is no danger of a meltdown,

Unit 1 at TMI 1s presently out of operation for a routine refueling. The
two unite together produce about 1700 = of eclectricity. There were no injuries

cither to plant workers or to the pubiic,
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BaRTHAL: Pestine, eacuiy fe. av. Tord wauid 1idk.e to ask you
e T S ST G T T 0 T

tirte Nuclsor Rupu vy Comunissien

NS IS rrulate

{3~ iJLiCﬂlcd that zhere's zone lecak ia the prioary loos {tcelf.

i3 that rrue and hows you discoverud ihe souszce of the leait? :
CREITZ: Yeu, Gu didd == we o sunpect that there's 2 small

leuii betuweer the uwrinsry azne the gecondary oysten in one of the

STCan penecrators. Tuat sicuit pencrates ic now icelated anéd is aot

fencsionlay Mike the ozher eac is.

FLT: Can yeu tell pe =izt plant evquinnent has becn disabled
as a reoult of the accident? Iz that infarvation clear to you vei?

CREITZ: ilot, 2t ix wot clcar, and it won't he until we pet :
un opportunity of reducing the radiation levels in tue ploag,
clegeiang up the asens aad getting iueo it.

: Ucll, if the eguinmcat Cisablen nt isn't elcar to vo
vey, liovw sre yor cectain that the plant is

v
O

» safecly under con t-cl’

khat our surveilloncc,
e this.

but without krno owing
know wou can hkeep it

CRZITIZ: Vieil, 1 baelicve we con ~- several thingss have hunpuned.
dusber oney we wure able to retuce e tewmperature in the —~- in
thie »rinary syusien at tuis tine. Aberadintiorn Ieovels in the
censoinnent vessel have ast Incrcascoed.

Fenpl: Lur ther're vgill quite hish.

CREET s ke - re-aslii-quite: Wichs

EeLd v ihncthe Jeclidseontiniaine?

ChoIT2: fng the radictica leaevel or tie nuinidr of tht plaanc
ic consicderably less than it hus boeen. e 21811 noz procued to go
inte the: plant orf to cu aarihiag virn: will endanier tLo saftety of
our puople, o ouyr procedures arve voery risdld and tiidia s why the
reconrd ol the nuciecr fodugtry Tor wvhic pent uenty veass has Losn
S peed, : :

GRECOLN TGz s Cret s aiwini s uehi cuntraversy save-Yevaly ol
taéisflon—cshat_ are sufcshow can yeu bé ahesvliizely cevsoin=tlist-no
vortior or o persoens vhaet lives ia that ersz Wag beas contaninetesd?




Pl

(o

IT2: Vell, ) tecsiwine 813f'e a difficuiz opinfeon. 1 fucse
the zezentiffc wuric, 2herels ulvave Leen 2ifcvenzes., ang wd
tigde's thadt'e goost. 1 thiienk £t Leops nost ¢f vy thsot hisve To cperute
Teeflicices lile thiZv On ovr teen SO we do a hotter job. The arournt
of vadisntios that's hews relesuad fron the pilant, the icvel iz sa
for endeT whnal prosent Teselutdioens tall about that it aopcllfs —=
SupsnTeote our poonle, sud This wiil be o cocision that the Penneylve
Lorizonienial dvsonvoesn petple wili hoave te aale and the loticar
csuulstory Torssirsion, “us our ex:isrvatiuns, bascd en fedetal
clansaveés, are thaol thre iovel 45 ¢2 -~ very low, zcerteialy vould
Nt enRAadper 0v injure a0y peonle ia the acern.

NolTitair Thank yeu. iz, Fore, what ic the potentinl hare fer
cLiasivorhe? I evother froem what i'nm hearing we hoeve nor kol o
cetauliTanhitc aceigqent bus vwhat 1ls the potersiald

LD Well, If: nguize concerncd that e Hucieor Regpeletory
Cec:inizefon and the company. we've bLees foliow thls very elocely,
nave 29t yet mede ic & g cewgnstraie that
the »lcnt is nou u: fres ‘s> rot try3cg to
Ereaiteany penic, 2 but &t hLiesa't
iccen nude wubise., = tavaless lzoga
scale radiation roli v thinl sre 2id
ruitce In agroeencnt . {3n't fust «0ing
te hznpen cvt of t. cotiad wy - amelivr
aczicdzntn, acridents imieihi woulsd nesses, Leilticon in
thie srutun, accidents thiel would irng thoat the wafety
rrecesifens verentt adeausiy and has hapgpened, ¢t @
Arndnuiy &t thie plant. 1i7s: a npaler varniun:g sisep aboute the deficiencics
ons dudrety o othe gafety precauticas in tolay'le ruclear plants.
et v podtethreupk-evs-filagn fer the Thred iidle Jdskend plast and
e hive daforngtion 2bon? twenty=2voe oihaeT nojor salety probleoin:

L1 plog SUROEnE ol R TRRE R A7 o ST COF BRI W T L e

ne a8t You senesl:
conard o put ali th
2

gy endasgtignssn e aliclnn dvitnEvicaRiG
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St PR E RS bt I T S b K LR o et S T il b i sl
L iddeidar plantal fa thia spuntry: should
QU AR OIS

Fusbts Yeli, I thiin” ghat the swtedlien ve've done aad the
Nvelear degulotery Lounigaion's oun studian have evposcd a wide
: i : avr

2
Eaive - Gite maeYes
anern hecaunnss €
F R SR A = E e R 6y




Shiimoe e gl Sy lialeiagte roan rostdisted 238 ouva Lozie study
wied e hoe hHeen ueed o shat thar =unztors weoeve szfo.

This ecountry fa Tazing ¢ wslor puclear safcly cviniu, and
ol feelins 25 thaz uveeonr safoery repaics ore nneded ot dozens of
vweleer picnts opevalting around the country.

CullTs: o, I veuld disuarce vith sone of the things that
WwT. Ford haa atated. Tue nucicar tenulotery f2u a rsegulstory body
and they loeol at, look 2fter us very carefully, aal any obszrvziions
thiat they nu“e are very seriously conusidered. 1 thiak cthie point
thet five nuzlcar staticaes were clopsed daun aad avuin I don't kaaw
ehhe poveicuiars of thvne 2laonn desiguyg, bt it iadicates that the
ttelecT Hopulstory Connicoian Joolig very closeciy and on o very
ccaservative bHagis In nainlag o judnmoaent.

$55i¢ -~ !r, Tord's iust szid there arw
e the ayvntenscia that vhas vou 53icd?

FORY: Thece are icentisied hy the goveranent 2s najor unrcsolvcd
safety proulens, spzeifically offectiing the hine(?) liiie poinc(?)
TRy e [ quea.ion Iz bow 2w othe fove ©f =l these varcesolved
SenfenY pror:c:a the regulsrors, whoun you say are 82 cautlous,

Y loseads Shags plldid TEe inesiintas opeyatlans

ERbiTEs =Yeah?

EORITET e Soet ol mah wu e e blip i st e e sl At oY o B an
aat bueon cnccnoinvly Tax, Lhat ther fave peen e interented in
reeins o larice nualear rauer scopvar that rthew have cespraocised
LSy TRy a;fcty cf :o*ctc £ 32 the intesent of prenotinag tie connesciazl
prounnets of the fndusiv.. Tboz's mne problen.

CREGUES = ahst shmnt e ainTncvndatajle et tn

CRELTL: David ~- Tavidd, I chislh tic recors of the fncusiry
paving sevesty-tud reasiers Jn overaiion and pover injurisng any
FahGINE Dt arratig 1: ==~ ur the,
sxfety aroec e & ‘ SRR A e
PRSI e o z oo tegansnicg
thicasdand s u:‘"u ia the
nrouceess of cotever. thot
aveanYanli s '1!.
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TOi: bRoNAN:  Tie exicent ol Jdewsse frox tha: acalicdure ot the
=wclicur power plant nesr HaTrisburyg, P"nns"‘vnnza. 5t:l) 4s bhezinn
2euuasced this nornlz; Thias is 2he facility that ue'cfe atcecut to
siicw vou; it {a called the Three Hz’c Islane weclear pawer plant.

The Hucleat Renulstecy Conmiusion An lVeshinpton vuvs radiatios
szavivated threush walls chat weree four fecr thict and it xproesc
&3 far ag teéen to atv-nslec fecor che plaat.: Ths resctor cure npp.rcﬂtly
25 been daraned gorewhat; the oxtent of the fans;e still tu not

‘ szown. The accidest ocsurred in the mechomisn thet wae arc shasins
DR | bt Bat im the valve that blev ovt im viter pumc zhat
wzals the renctor amd keaps 12 fron overheazing.

Pell, with e An the stedfe to talk about all shat taday is ,
caniel) FTozd, an occeawniut frow NIT uho heern the tnfun of Concerna:: S5
ccientisty; tiat's a privatre nenprofit greup that noniters tac ]
cooilesT fndustiry.  1t'¢ alse been highly sritical of fe.  And $n e
warrishury, Peararivanis, vanht Ao 88 Ualeur Crelta. 3l is the i::gs
sresident of the lletrepelitan idinon Conpany, thet'e one of scvera ‘}
ctlid2ias that sun ahe nuelaldy plaont that wo've talking aboul tois !
svreing oa Throee litle Igland. s 3

4

Ur.e Coefzn, uwhy dun't you STing un up go ¢a2te oa the sitesraun :
thas rporitiang.  aow tuelh Taditactivity seiti 1s csvaping? _

UALTUDN CRLITI:  Tradk vou, Tes. Ue éo sppricinte ehic
gphersunity To senione-Ro cucntdons llue that.

The oradtszton pranyrer 2hal ws hove taben fe tite avieea suTenuading .
thie plant iy substaatially lowers thon what w2 hed cead yeclecdar, .
Aad, of ctarse, the grount thet we bad sezd veasloosdlay vwon 3 very ‘
pind el dpseonnt and cortolaly 434 not encdenger ey of twe aceplc
sttt ot -ssce el thointiant, § =

TS M ey SITRECLINIIS Amm AT ¢ A SeemEm mA  falami Nimmmas &
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.

; BROXAN: Buz I read that &t hes cscaped; it's been coetvcted
ay far uc 16 eiles awvay. - i :

CREITZ: Thcrece has beer rzadietion thut has left she'riant.
Lven undey nor=cl operoziony a sisail snaun: o radtucdca vill
lcave a3 nuclear geaerating stotion. ..

BROKA: Ycau. but thio 1s avre thun a stll arnovnt u; vhat

Fou would norrall) lhave. -]

CRELTZ: Well, 1t is a onsll 2a0unt 2n teres of wvhor the . S,
federal regulations vould {nZicate would &2 53 gmern: 6 ridiatdewm: il
that vould ba danzsrouys. The level, th> sdditicnzl leval, i« el
suba:antially nutﬂ than what we call thie noviial backzround radiazicn. 2
Sut 2t's 3till vell wnder any poiatl of conzern oz far s hutnan =
safety 43 concecnrc. e = . Saval

RRCXAN: One of the neoavrenent s af radlatica i¢ cilied @ i
ailozan{T). Aad tlhere wvare, ['n told by the livelear Negxlusincy 1
Congisstoun, 12 nilocans uwithie Ten =fles of the plant. In zhe ShE
coursae of a2 year ve zeobo lu only 120 Sy diazcestic YX-vows &nl _so e
on, So. ft's xtill higher thsa junt what vou would narnuily got =
{ron }l-.Cl'."'O'J..!: sTadintians

CRETEE = I fWinhc ehhat conterpss tdiah-vhnt oweliged e i s lsds it e b
eCoURt e tiidonsiGersh iy inhar tiaiiothte ne i Eh el el tins
53itl et 2 vesy iow lewvel,

BACEANS  Vho hos been rafiztel a2t the plantsd

CRELITZ: Anybody that dir in tua asod o0 == acybody taat'a os i
the plan:t =it

itgell certadnly o ro B¢ unnusest 1o 2038 lonal

~n
~
radiatica. lovever, tlhie anornt cf femal npodiztion is very
0
(¢}

.y 3 .
ALt d
cliosvl: renls “weTo countoin Instruments -- < -

Teun Zaoch of thie wors
rhere have {asirurent: un thede bodics wiiicl. 152

°3, ©

cach of the v suutLs
theanicenyot=vad Shon - thint they ovte guttde. o and certainiy e
efe veIy concernud anu de wer pernit suyoic e ~-= Rave o radinticn
canuSese 2hat wonld be conasidercd danjerota:.

AU AY tantveicot g vety Nithodeiiteny

: -
huwever, ia the coentalin=meat Tooi R e G T

ERniTir v Eneleenrpdnamt o oty i oven e e b e eR e
e S T et b e T T i ) SO U B ol B SV K e R it & DT P G T o
roun,

Sirgnaiis  Batohgwgre - youssoing Toput S ol thEtY




CREXITZ: \Mcll, we'ca currentiy sn the sreccccs of 1owcriag .
the teeputature of the Teacter's coclivy sFstem, ant as oot as

that tenperature gats dsowa te g reaconal le level an? we'lre able

then to punp oul and cleaase son of the conzaninated wotor cthat's
4n th rcactor canieinaens buildinp, we'll gihern be 2kl tc proceed .
acd have peonle go in to ovlacrve and rche an asses:acn: of what .

has to be done to put the plant Sack Zn opul:ticn.

- o»

BROKAW: l'r. Fozd, 3re you uas cunfidzne as

about the safue level of radiocactivity et thie nlantid ;
DANICL FOND: VWell, I thinx pt ¥ ronens thiagus uecer to be :
vnder control, but out cencern ic whics hc“ thr veactoyr Les in foct
beea sacisfactorily stasilized, and uwhether tiic ascident i over.
The lizclecar Regulatory Connmissian hes not releasced vory dencilced =
inforzatlon abour thia; hLepelully they hove infor:mation- thit o v
ind2cates that. -
SR0RAW:  UWkat is the ul:tatin. vwou with The vezeoter? has it :
bures stehilized?  As late us six o'cloczi last aipht I'n teid that :
it ves not yet stchle.
ChzITzZ: Yes, the rescter has Loeen stabilized., e have nov -
turned off the cnerpensy care coolin: syrstes. Ve have ouae of the 3
normal reactur punps In opuratiocon, z=nd by this procuss ve'll be 5
able to loves the Tenversture. The Zoeves of radialion neasutancnis g
tiken outside the plan? haw been considerably ioucr.

FOsnl: weldl, the dnfornation that ve've recelved Sten Ihe
huclaear llepulatory Counnisuion indicnles that thutce nave bue-n son
sericues problen in keepinp that rescier under contrel. Scasause of :
the hizh racdiatian inside tha containn-cant, ther're preventi-d fren “.

¥hat nay bu nucessary rvepnirn, And I othinl it's peoing te bLe ’ :
y diificul: problen of Lkeepinn thaz loanin )

l'

211 v Aand we're toling twouwerl At it vary
ctiousiy. Lo do have o lut of conc;ra avont thosi thot wari
there, anG overy step ¢f ¢
o5 we pTocoend fnta ¢ )

e way ve'll ne very carafully sraivee

BRULAM: lrLGoclee L vaat:ita oy ondnwdsviey dnipiunad 2
yegterday, Uz bad a valivacticn of a valve that I oo told sas
conpuunhod by human crrer, oY ar least thet's the ipicesation thad
Sesatat Gory Harve nas gecoived (o towe REC, uwlidcl ix the duslteay
Ruepulatary Cozumicselen.




I8 e

c
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ALiic: What oceuried == 2 valve did Zatd, Thit in
teTin. told the zeactur that {t ko lozper had sced e the Bear
caergy. ihe reactor woatl cuteadtisally —- wer 2nte ibhe pricess
to shut duvn. The rods cropnped tsck into thid recctev, uan 1% was
susooscd to do. Thu pressure conziaued ta duiléd up, howvever, in
the == 2n the prinury cirecult. u e the psessiure ot o 3 curtain
level, again, the auvzonatic 3yszc= TvaX over and opured valves 5o

thut ths pressure would not
would be maxinun.

erecoced

Bréhad:  You nean there uss no
CilITZ: There was ac hunan ¢

procuedure. lie will certuinly o voery
uhicole events. WHWe'll look &2 it ouzre
the qicclear Regulatory Cauulyvsioa. VW
Gancpezod jtaT s well on everyYeoas ole

FGl: 1 don rcally think h
It doesn't n2ke gense. Vaives ¢c ac
it was desipned 1“, opetly, lastalle
vacnzected and unpro:Lc:cd Anstnsis
thhat we iwve, loocules thvourh our
revactor facilizy, indicotes that hg
chiccoripronleassavithars Dlusiti el
22 migeificant s=2fceiy prublenz pt h
avrwErigr thas tis g surldoeniiroives 3
15 tu2 federal auclear seguvlotely peT
andleac plants o operpze in fopulat
defects, with imadeaguzie sufery nrec
that noois to be punuered todoy.

SR ET L e DT hegpsi=~ s e nEphin
iI'n aez a%aTe of any geTticus salcely
nucleat generating statlon., Lyt 27

SQr b Bere fucothe Huvecleay

BRORAY: But you'lve buous shes
ST o e GrEXtT .

CREITZ: 121t —="jf -so-vihiag
rnere weuld Se a soatety defesu, Iocn
Degsulatcsy Connissieon wouls shnl oul
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CPEITZ:

B0,
Regulatory Co=aiosi

oalfunction of a plece of mquipnent,
cexpuct aan to fuke a perfeet cochkaficel device
are ipatalled

frotuctive gystecs
cquipcent f£ails; h
Gazayzc
of the
20 had
a fine

people thaz

job, and ve

and certainly

we kave net
e, we lave

¢ protectics
to take (n
live ia tlhie

cozzcveclal reactors In operation.

have not inj

hacnt shuz four times LY

the U

shuz dowa buecause.o0f a eznc xion,
133 ooy —== yau knows, ¢ can
And skt why
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in 2

czse & systen
syntena wili gke cve
To gccoualt the
aTei.

-
-~

Tae nuclear {nd
He hgve 22 o
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vwclear
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ured a siapgle centber of the pudblic

curing

this perlod of tica.

Nes

FcI-U' "011'

yot're cesiainly aot keepinr up
very vell with thie

genersl e==Tpneizy that's been
planz. 1 wean, our information —~ here 1ua the Nuecles
Connissiva docu to It's ¢cetoion the sizec of & sna
book, docunentin; dozens of mzjor safety pr £ng, 42
sffcet the ‘plant that you're opurating. Ané ve belfeve
auclaor arogpzan & the Un

States has resched thie point
rafecty crizcis. Me have vperating uhich shonld nns
opcratinn. There are

persticy that nece
rtepaicvs. And the que bat's nolug te be
this?
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Y *
. Ford, are you conifdent asout the adilicy of the Threc
w2t nucleour plznt...

f

FOR¥: I think theve is guitu.a clear safety centuvn. 1
thiax 21l the expesis agres that a catsssreiiic azcidert tun'e
coing v happen out of the blus, Lt wouléd b precazded dy whznilap
sipns,. aad thiy d= quite a warning sioan.

EROKAVM: This duv a subicct thot we'rse sll gpoefag to by desléing
wvith over sone period of time in thz fuiture =5 vell,

-,

b
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