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following i{s Lt. Governor Scranton's opening statemenc:

THE KETRCPOLITAN ED'SON COMPANY HAS [NFORMED US THAT THERE HAS SEZ:!
All INCIDENT AT THREE-MILE ISLAMD. UNIT #2. EVERYTHING IS UiBER
CONTROL. THERE IS AND WAS NO DAWGER TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND SARETY.

THE INCIZENT OCCURRED DUE TO A MALFUNCTION IM THE TURBIHE SYSTEH.
THZZE WAS A SFALL RELEASE OF RADIATION TO THE ENVIROMFENT. cf;'

ALL SAFETY EQUIPHENT FUNCTIONED PRCFZALY. .

HETR0POLITAN EDISON HAS BEEN MONITORING THE AIR IN THE VICINITY GF
THE PLANT CONSTAKTLY SIMCE THE INCIDENT. NO INCREASE IM HORIA
RAGIATION LEVELS HAS BEEW DETECTED. A STATE pOLICE HELICOPTER 1S
ALSO AT THE SCENE TO MONITOR THE AIR. i3

THZ CIVIL DEFENSE HAS ALERTED ALL COURTIES IN THE VICINITY ALTEIUGH
THERE IS NO NEZD FOR EVACUATION. THERE IS ALSO A TEAM FROM THT
FEDERAL GOVERNFENT OH THE WAY TO INVESTIGATE.
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Ansvering questions vith L Covernor Scranton are:

Villiam Dorms{fc, Nuclear Engineer, Bureau of Radfaction Protection, DER
Colcnel Oran Henderson, Director, Ciyil Defense
Senator Jia Ross, mecber, Crargency Management Council
Bod laughlin, Covernor's Science Advisory Cummittee
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Outside of the danger area, in the schools cuiside

he danger =

ares. =
How likely i3 an evacuation?
ight now, it's almost zero.
H =any calls have you gotten from the pyflic on this tocay?,
Very . Most of ours Lave been froo yhe press. As far avay
as Califwrnia, 3nd New Yok, Florids. /I talked to Kevin
Molloy at N:00 this afternoca and he fiad had twelve calls
tn his of 4
How far avay fr creased radfacion levels v

been detected?

Our surveys indicate
here in the middle of
tize. Just slightly, b

av increased radiation levels right
urg for a very sh-rt neriod of

ey were there.

GCovernor, was there any of an explosicn during the ——co—
No.

Is there any danger

Covernor,
vas 8 ctices the
1£ chet 13 tru
and nu=ber ¢
area of that

teing out reports that there
athal dosa of radiatdpn {nside the reactar housing.
then 1'm asking 1f you kan confirm that nu=ter one

» 4f cthat vas trua, vas thire anybody in the

ousing ot tasida the housing itself chat. . .

First of
they're
which

1, 1 can’t tell you Lf it vas trv
lking about {s {nside the pri=ary b
butlt to house wore than a lethal dose

1 assc=e vhat

anyvhere on aita, off{ site or anywvhere {n the area and
that's the reason vhy ve fell confident that ve're not godpg to h
have to evacuate.

Hava they told you what the level of radiation s or vas insi
-pricary chaaber? During the cooling down period?

No, they have aot.
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PASTARD: then vas this scatement made up? o Wt IR e
i .
LT. CSV: The stateoent vas prepared vithin the las: half hour.
PASYARD: Do you realfze that the entire press corp has bdeen here for
an hour
74
LT. CCV. Ve realize that but wve also realize it i3 also ixporcant to cake A

sure ve have sccurate informatioo and we didn't vant to o
on speculation. :
80SS: ———that there vas no evacuation at this ctize. Do you . « . .
LT. CIY. Ye do not anticipate the need for any evacuation at the so=ent, ! .
It 43 contzised. There is no radiation leaking in the environzent
and v do aot foresee any need for evacuation.

SCCTaIN: that time did the incident occur?

LT. &IV The incident occurred, ve believe, at ahout & a.m. this goring.
The radiation wvas detected, determiced a liccle bit lacter at what
ti=a I'a not sute. There vas, pertaps so=e radiacion levels that
the nuclear pover plact began its shut-dowm process at that ti=e
and it began the alertiog systema to tell the Civil Cele=se Couaeil
that tbece wes a prable=. Civil Defense Council 1=¢d‘1n:017 notifie2

the variovs counties L
SCoTTIN: Vere any esployees exposed to the radiacion?
LEACCGe. Not that ve knov of. }
SCCTaIN: , Rave they been checked? .
LT. CCV: ; The esfloyeee ere being checked. Ve have oot fousd any health
. hazard to anybody involved either on sice or dowvn etreas.
TAYLOR: . How many es?loyees vere there at the time?
LT. Cov: 1 do not know.
AMIC: ¥hat {s a s=all relesse? S 4
SEXTO:: .
% LT.'GG?E . Ve have no detection, oo way of telling exactly hov such radiati{en
¥ wes released because there could not have been any detected in the e
atcosphare. 5 . .
.
STNTON: Do you knowv it‘s szsll because. . .
DORXNSITE: ‘)(c:rovou:nn Edison f:=ediately sen: people cut at the plant

bouadary and to Coldsboro, becauae the wind was bloving tovard that
direction to take readings. Before ve cace up here I got vord that
they datec:ed a szall amount of radiocactive iodine in the ground.
scoTzIN: Whae? : . §
DCRNSITE: Radfoactive 1odine in the ground. But it wvas at al level thet
vould not cause any inhelation problem with people. It may show up
4n the ailk, wihetin a wveek or eo like during the fallout incidant
ve had a couple years ago. They have been continucusly monitoring
in both locstions and they have determined that the levels erTe
« less than one ailiren: per hour.

Vhat does that mean? -
. = . N
DAR¥SIFE: The normal background radiacion in tho vicinity of the Trree ¥Mile
Island plant i3 about 100 ailirem pc year., 4
- mep - -
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(con"t) The levels are probobly Mh: such sraller than one 274
milires per hour because that's their minizus detectable ‘l;tlvcty <

on shert aazples,.vhich i{s vhat this vas based en. ¢

<

. .

Mr. Dormsife, all this (nforan:ion in terzs of the monifori®z of’

the rsdiation coves froe the pany

DER has a teas stending by in case things would have escalateZ
ve vould have sent pecole out from DER to taka sazple. ¥a prcb""y
vill take confir=atory -wﬂu later on to deter=ine vhat the {odire

levels are.

Are you uyin‘; that
to be in the milk? .

the only dangsr to people than is going

-

-

The only vay it vill shov up vill probably de in the amilk . Thera =
vill be small increases in radiocective iodine in the mitk beguse 2
thara 1s en accuzulation faczor in the ailk just like there vas
during the fallout incident a couple years ago.

You say a couple of veeks and 2t will shev up?

It vill de about a veek and it vill shov up.

Isn’t that dangercus that so=e of. . . « . o

Wall we drank it during the fallout incident and there vas no

probles.

-

The statezent uid :hnrc vas a all!unsiou ia the tucbine -yné.

What kind of a =alfunctioa?

Becausa it could have beem a fault in the aleczzical systea, the
turbine tripped. That's the only infor=stion ve have. It could hsve,

‘" the cause is either nat known by the compeny at this tisa, or we jus:t

dido't get thst informstion. It vas a turbinme trip.
-

What actuslly happened? . v

The plent vas oparating on 1002 pover. Sooe

fault &n the non-

safaty systas, the turbine plant or in the electrical systs= caused

the valves going to °he turbine to shut. This is a noraal anticipated

= . In fact the plant had to go through this kind of transient
during start-up proceduring, start-up progran. Ir=eidately
after the turdbine valves closed there vas a dbuild up of presaute and

tecperature in ths pricary system. As designed the prioary

valves lifted, releasing radioactivity to the primary ontain=ent,
vhich 1s also a safeguard systen. That's designed-to contaiz that

activicy victh miniazl lesksge.

You said it released radioactivity to the pricary eystea.
3

The primary containmant.
What's the prmry contain=sent?

The primary containmest s tha big: building,

7 -

,
r

the dig dese builltisg

you mee on the site. It contains all the piping and systsas that

hava radiosctive material.

That msans it vas )just fnaide the duilding.
would have bean axposed to that.

- BoTe =

Anyone in tbe buildirg

3
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Thers vas nobody in the building. They're not alloved in gre C ‘..'
building noraslly during operation. g o o

Did that radioactivity ia the building seep into the azzcwﬁuc!'

Slight quantizies did bacausce of the design lesk rate of the building.
The presasurs vas never very high to cause the driving force behind
that leakage. But the company suspects and they haven't confir~ed

this, that cthere vas also bacause of the high pressure a possidilicy ¥
of & prinar7 end secondery leakige slso, compliceting the initiel Ll
traneient. ‘

4
Whet does that = A2
It weans that nor=ally the prinar7 witer goes into the stesd =G
genereator vhere it then n its secondery vater vhich 1s isolaeted
froa this rediosctive pri=ary veter. They suspect thars =ay have
been also & leskage from this pricary aystez to the se Indery systes,

At the onent or within the lest bour, where are the DER persoanel
vho ere ~2barZed vith the respcnsibilicy of eonitoring the at=osphesza’

They arg standing by in our office.
Ia your office? Why eren't tbey down et the plent?

Baceuse ve haven't falt thet they needed to ba. We reiyed on the “
cozpany's instrucenczetiom.

You haveo‘t felt or Met Ed hasn't felz?
¥e haven't felt.

' Uhat tnformation do you have thet makes you not feel that it H
1e pecessary?

Metropoliten Edison’s reedings. e
You'tre dapending on the cozpany then?
Yao .-

You actuslly have the equipment to take readings. . .

e don't have wobile esgquipment like tbey do.

L

Do you have sophisticeted squipeent to coroborate wvhat they shev
1 you?

.In our laboratory yas. nébu.. va do not. They bave nbtllrtqulnln:.
In other vords you can’t reslly teest . : .
Ve cen't go gut in the fialé im=edfately and teke o sachle
end read St at thet point. We'd have to go out and teke it and
go back to our laboratory, 1t would teke tims. Thet's vhy wa're .
ralyf{og on their sobile aguipernt.
Is there plent nov shut down?
Yes, there plant {s ehut down. .
. Hov long ago vas the plant ahut down?

It was shut dowvn right after the inc{dent. The turbine trip ceuced
the reactor to be shut deud.

- 3 = wore\~
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Inavdidle.
It shut dovn as a result of th; turbine trip as duunedr’
Rov long will {t be down? Salat Lty
At this point they don't knov,
Hours, days, weeks?
It vill be days at least.,
____ DER informed? =
Ve vere {nformed :hr‘cugh Civil Defense at 7 a.m. this morming
34 hours after the accident. .
Absut 3 hours aftervards yes.
Is that considered co=municacions. . . .
Ve don‘t know yat. Ve don't know vhat the situatics vas at the
plant {n the fanteria, vhen they declared s site e=ergency, or
vhat. " We vill f18d out later and that's s questicoc we vill ssk,

Yas, dafinicely.

1'a enn!uud. Do you have people ac the plant lt:c frc= 28R aon-tcr:*s
the company'a 4nstru=entation? o .

Ho. Ve don'te.

Are you juat aking vhat they tell you . . .

: Yes, but the federal govern=ent will o“-lously probably co=e 4n . -

the NRC will coma in and briog their inatruzentation. They have
also have mobile iastru=zentation in Philzdelphid.

Do you have the legal suthority or pcutr‘t-o-go insida the plant
and eenitor?

No va don't. Ve do manitor routinely, but it's in the envircazeat.
Ve take air sacplea, river sa=ples, soil samples, that type.of
cthing. Routinely. To check their dats that they do for thelr
normal wonitoring prograx.

. -

Do you mesu there poui.bl'y vss a tedioactive leadk
1m to the wvater that 1s drained 4nto the Susquehanns River?

No. That {n curn i{s also {solated from the cooling tover vater
by the condansar. But scme activity may have gotten out through
that path through the.non-condensable gases i{n the condenser.

I reslize that I'm ge::tn; scesvhat technichal, but 1: 48 pretty
bard to sxplain vithout gatting s litetle technteal. ¢ ° w

-

Ic :culd heve gone into the air and the vatetr? *

No. 1: cculd oot have gone 1n:o the vater. At this poloe. .
Juat the atr.

Aov sbout belov the ground surface?
¥o. No fuel meltage or enything like that.

- mOTe =



RAMILL:
DORNSITE:

ROSS:

DCRUSITE:

LIVINGSOD:

-1s 10N -4 o

RCSS:
OCRNSITE:

ROLST:

LETI:
DCR:SIFE:
LENTZ:

OCRISITE:

DORNSITE:
FERRICK:”

DORUSIFE:

KILcy:
DORSSITE:
KiLry:
DORSITE:

RILEY:

PART T
PACE 6§

then vill the fed> be on site? ' e

- ¢ , r
They vill probably be there within s couple of houts. Threv're o s
only tn Philadelphia. They probably will have & monitoring van

vhich vill check soze of the seasurenents.

then you say facesal people, vho are they specifically?

Exs
KRC. Nuclear Regulatcry Co—=ission Region 1 office. That's Kinj . v
of Prussia. =Y

How can this plant go back on strea=? Can it go back just
on Met Zd's decision, put it back or does Mat Ed go through sc=e
kiad of regulatory step, and vhat aze those steps?

-

Vell, there 11 no cleat-cut regulatory steps but the Nuclear
Regulatory 0ffice—— will undoubetedly iovestigate the
inzident to the nth degsee. They vill do a very detailed inves:izazica
of the incident. 3Be assured that that plant 1is safe belore they allce

it ta go back intd operation agaia and things have been cleaned ujp.

HBov i3 this affectizg the electrical oussut for people in the area?
I reall¥ don't have that iafcrzscico. Possibly Ray would have. . .
I wvould thigk chat they have alreacdy been picked up on the Pcnn:y!-u:in
Jersey, m'yhnd bridge and arzar ezer.ts being nade betveen cthe

-=gyste=s and the other systc=s in the Commanveal:h to pick up
the load that they lost.

I do knov that usiz 1 {3 scheduled to co=e back on lise in about
e veek. Afcter its refueling ——.

‘Hov long has unic 2 been in operation? .

Coemarcial operatisn, about Decesber.

i3 not 4in operation nowv?

It's shut dovn for refueliscg. 1It's been shu: dovwn for abou: the
last six wesks. -

Wiil 1ic open this veek® >
It 19 scheduled to. I don't knov vhesher.they're cn schedule or not.

Hol long has this plant bean generating st 1003, do.you knev?

* No, I don'c. . g

Xt eee=s to @e it's a-fairly recent devulop..cnz. I never thought

they vere at 1002 before. P 5

It's been generating 100X before, but it's been in comrercial

operation since Decembar. I don't know hov long 4t's been at 10C3

pover but I knov ic’s been producing quize a bit of pouer since Dece=bder.
De you hsve any idea wvhat caused this to hsppen?

I don't knov what caused the turbine trip, no. .

Uhen you ssy that the valves shut, vhat vere :ht'y cerzying?

Szeas. -

The valves that vould be radiasceive?

- - more = o- .
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DCRSSIFE: Ho. They wvere not radioactive. 4 b =] o
- =y £ 2
PAXYARD: Hov d1d the radiocdctivicty get into the acsosphere? TR e
DORNSIFE: 1's saying that some radiocactivity froo the pri=sry systes vent

through the relief valves as a result of the turdire trip transient

because of the pressurs focreased in the primary.
v

| 4489 Uait a second, lst me try to get, you're saying that stsss went
through and a valvs shut, vhy did the vsive shut?

DORNSIFE: The valvs shut because of soce sort of a fault either in the
electrical systsa or the turbine systes, vhich ia a non-safecty
eystea. It’s a non-rsdicactive, non-safety systen. -~

.

PLLASE PICK UP UTTH PART I1 OF TRE TRANSCRIPT
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RILSY: OR, and wvhen the valve shutz the staaa builds up dehind thea and you Mave

thy te3perature increasing...

DORNSIFE: Right, pressute incrsise {(a the prizary systea vhere the radivacsivity
13, where the core fa, the thing that cools the reactogecore. This N
turn caused the release valves {n that systes to 1lif:. ey il

KILEY: What do the release valves do?

DOR:SLTS: The release valve Mad radfoactive steam whizh vent inco Che prizary
conzainment which {s fsolated fro= the exvironzeat. o

JENSEX: Rov did fc el:‘aa.?

DOR:SITE: Well, they suspect there may have been, the high pressure zay have cause?

s slight primary to sacondary leskage that so=s of the stea= in fa:
bufore they could isolace the stes= generator, waa in face, racdioac
and there vas sooe leakage of course, because of the slight pressure. = «
increase in this pri=ary concals=ean: building. (=)

MILLER: Had chere been higher pressure there would have been more leakage?
DORNSITE: Yes.
MILLER: that system is thare to preveat thae?

The design leakage of chat building is like .2 I per day - even 1f ycu
had a 30 PS: pressure and {f the leskage vould give vou only, 1f all
the prizary coolant, the desiga of the plant s that ic caa hold all of
the pri=s?y coolant due to a loss of coolant accident. Ac 5 1lbds. per
aguare ingh Oreasure in that bullding, the dose rats would bs =aybe
100 mr or sorething atz that local or eny populated area 13 che local
envizon=ent which i3 about nor=sl background in chat areas.

HILZE2A: There {3 a systen {n place {0 cthat planz that keers the pressure fro=
gcing higher?

DCIs

Ll
"
.

oo

Yes, there are Syste=s that will do tha:z, but they diéa’'t co=e 10 play
in cthis case because tSe preasure didn'e buud’hlg'h enough to cause that
system to actuata. s

MLLEN: I guess @y questioa is, hov much vorse couid this have been?

DORNSIFE: It depends ou vhat could have happened in the interi=. 1f there vould
bave deen & vary large pri=ary to secondary leak, vwhich lize I sa$d,
T vant to stress chat that is unconfi{r=ed, 1 don't know, they think the:
- z may have happened. They are still locking at the various readirgs that
. - _ they have and the systezs to determine .what. caused ths prabless.
2 “Ic i3 under concrol right sov, they are cooling down the nor=sl means
tha¥ use to cool dovn. So there is no problem right ow.

KILEY: Tov did che campany discover the problea, i3 there sowe h!nd of syste=
that aler:cs thn-"

DOTNSIFC: Vell, they could tell by their instrumentatioo that there, well, the
plant ta designed to vithscsnd this particular —fnaudiole

8 trip fraa 100% pever. MNow, the reason they notified offsite authzrizies

1s cthe fact that vhen the release valves released activity into the
prizary contsinment, by their procedures, they have to declare a ai:e

ecargency. When the sctivity in containment gers above 8 cerzain level -r

at thae point they have to call che civil defense agencies.

T don’t know when they declared a site enargency.

They called civil defense and then civil defenge called DIR.
Soss: 5 Are you still satisfied vith the acount of three haurs thac...
[l 3 §

“'!h“ 901t 1 don't know, we will investigate vhether there vaa ary

ROsS: e ~ =
YOUu personally feel that that is adequate?

- -
. ] - e =

~ave-




Past -2a-

DORNSITE: 1f they knev befoie that I don‘t, buc at this point I don't know. 1
don't knav what the situation was at the plant in the eesnti=e. I
don't knou when they declared a site emergency or that infsr=ation. 131.

do 't knov. e =,
- = - % ‘o =
AMIS: Hov long will 4t take you to do a corplcte wonitoring of the radisien?- -
DORNSIFE: Well, that is very difficult to say becausc wva don‘: kmov how mush ve aTy

going to find yet. It dedends in a great a=ount how such wve will £ind,
hov far we vwill losk. If 1t 4s jusc, there vas very little win2 this
sorning so thit the radioactivizy shouldn't have gone very far. .-

JogySan: How far svay vas it measured? -
DORNSITE: Galdsbora, righ; across the river fro= the plant,
AMIC: It saecs to ms wa vent through this a couple of years ago uhea we had o -

cloud comm cver fro= so=e kind of a testicg explosioco...
DORNSIFE: Righe.

AMIC: That we found particles in Piczsburzh and different parts of :he szate.
Is there a chance tbat this vill travel over the entire scace? Y

DOXNSITE: Ko, the release vas not, it will be confined to, the s=all release tha:
occurred vill ba confined to the local vicinity.

8 acry Would you ndvtl‘c people in that local area not to drink mila? .

DOR%S2FE: Xo, not at this poia:. : 3 > i *

AMIC: You are not tcliinl thea to do anv:thing spceini? :

DORNSIFE: ¥o, nothing. .

IC: J_us: 30 on about their business? :

DORNSIFE: ~ Yes. There {s oo ir—adiacs danger or will probably oot be zay.

arotni: ;ﬂco designed and bduilt the planc? - ..

DORNSIFE: “Burms aod Roed designed the plaat and the United Engineers constructed ic.
by Metropolitan Edison .

REPORTER: _X: aounds like you rely heavily on ‘thc {nstruments and reports f{ro= Met EQ

1a there any teas0o vhy wva should doudt the credibilicy of that?

DORXSLFE: Yo, ve do a confirmatory analysis of their Foutins monitoring dazs. They
e taks detailed asxples of everything in the snvir oment of that plant,
and Ve routinely take spot aamples. independent apot sarPles,.to confirm
that their numbers are right and there has never deen any reason, arcy
B4fference that we hsve seen... ..

REPORTER: ¢ this should happen again, should ve expect at least a zhru hour lag
becveen the time it happens and...

1 .
DORXSIFE: Vell, I wuun‘z but agsio I don't knov whst vest on in fhe ncanti=e.
time slapses during a vroutine? .
DoRNSERE m’ ; :
Ress: You ss1d routine saepliagzs ere occurring, how fraquent are routines®
Any idea? T "
DORNSIFL:

Vell, I don't know whst the schedule is, but I believe, I &a not
“ responsidble for that particular area {m our departeent but 1 believe
ve take aflk saples voekly, DIR and the utility tsbes aflk sarcples
even more (roquently. I thire ve take routine sacples about wcekly
and they do it moTe frequencly.

- P v .
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Uhat did cbe eserSanty offfcials do when they were nocified?
Yhat is che procedure?

% 11, T in fact, vas the bureau duty officer at the tise uml't c.ﬂlcdg
the plant back (maediscely to find out vhat the situacién vas and at.,
the time thay scill vere, things were.under control, they knev there wvas
no releaze bul they hadn't really been able to deteraine what the
sicuacion was. So I immediscely ca=e {ncto the office where our =s7s
are in case socething, in case ve vould have had to do so=gching besides
fusc scay on the horm wizh chea.

T

that T am asking §s. vhat kind of a plan, esergency plans are ia place

to ctaka care of people wvho live in chac area, if ic had been vorse? .

At 7:00 chis mt;ung vhen wy vatch “fficer received the i{nfor=stion,
his firs: call vas to D[R, to aler: thems, nov we received a call from
the lupcﬂ!lor on duty at Msc Zd wich only ore state=ent, “we have

an ecargency”. no details, we don‘t have technically qualified penan-\a-_ ;

to uncers:and vhat the emargency wvas, except thact ic is a bonified
emergency. e noctify firsc DER, secondly ®y office notified Dauphin
County, alchough Dauphin Councy under our procedure, {s directly
noctified by Met. Ed., and ve verified chat chey hsd been nocified
by Med Z¢. I arrived in the office at 7:1S chis sorning, received the
infor=acion as 1 arrived in the office, that we had chis ezerzency.
Ugzhia 21 minuctes vs hed nocified about 8 scace agencies chac had sore
par: to play {n ic and five counties, vell we notified three coun:ies
firse, York, Lancascer, and 2auphin. SuSsequencly, noctified Lebdanon
and Cusberland Couscy. Inicially, our report was chat it wvas & .seTious
incident, s0 odr procedures vere to prepere for possible evacuation -
in the York Couaty area only. About 1S =i{nutes later, ver-had received
confirmatioe infor=stion from DER chat no, it 1s being concafoed within
the plsnct sisc and therefore co evacuation vill be necessaTy eo we
notified the counties accoriingly co hold down on any furzher accion o
as far as evaculatiooc 18 corcerned. ‘At 7:45 this morniog, I nocified
the Covernor and Lec. Covermor.

Intcially, you thought thact it wvas a serious sicuscion and I ask you *
oov, does it bother you that it took cthree hours to cell you vhn vas
;clnl on?

_Iz bothers me 1f there wvas something serioue that tripped this incideas.
Vell you thought it vas sossthing serious.
Ueil, wy call ac 7:00, 3£ 1 had goctzen a call ac 4:00 uhich cold m=e -

hey, our sumber 2 unit has just automstically shut dovn — we don't
kaov vhat it 43, but ve are a lictle vorried about ic — this vould

oot have helped se a hell of a lot. -

They“wouldn'ct have ssid chac, though they said it was e serious incidenc.

Ro, not at 4:00 in the morning. not...At 7:00 they vere telling =¢ they
had declared an amergency there ac three mile fsland. It bothers oe
that u they knev that they had en amergency prior co 7: DO. cthsc we
veren’t in turn infocmed. : p

Suppose it wes more serious than 1: ves, three hours after-it occurred.
What could you have dom" e

Vall, v vould have done our norasl procedures, vhich £9 evacustion -
hovever, 1f there had been a spill inco che acmosphere, ic could
possibly have been such too late.

. B Y
Are you going to pursue cthis? : 5

Absolucaly.
L ]

sore- Lz

>
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Part 2 -ha-

LT. COV.: Lat me get in there, if chera is a situation vher: thero was a percep:s

of an ecergency, and the Pennsylvania Esergency Managesment Agency and .
Council vere mot notified, va intend to find that out. That wpulg be 7
extremely disturbing., Ve will make a chorough investigazion-into thac®’

1 am cold apparteacly that there vas a nocraal shutdowmn of the safety ¥ _*
ayster, cooling systes bezan around 4:00. I have aot bad this cenfirmed

of t.ie power plant ~ there vas not apparenctly at that Tire an tndicatisn
that anything had occurrsd that vas out of the ordfnary in so far as
radiacion escaping, Sut 4f chey did have indicaction at chat ti=e thete

vas an indication that there vas an emergeocy and they did not le:
Penns. Esergency Maoagerent Ageacy kasv, it s a vary serious situatica

and ve intend to invescizate it thoroughly. At this ti=e, ve dsn’t ° &
have any details tnnoh. as vhat went on there, we don't have any detatls
beyond before ve got the call so it s pure speculatios.

PANTARD: I would ke to ask Colonel Bsnderson who told hiz thae e vas a serious
incident? tr g *
HEXDERSON: My vacch officer who is Clarence Deller received tha call froam the sta’é :
supervisor at a.s- planc.
PASNYARD: Colonel, the staff supervisor thought it was a aerious incideat iaicially -
REIDERSQN: At 7:00. :
PANYARD: Three bourd after the incident —
HENDERSON: At 7:00, chat 13 cthe motification that we reciaved, now vhst he thoughz
I don'e kngw. = 3
PANYARD: He npp-rutly told Me. Deller it vas a utious {ncidenc? .
HEDERSON: Yes. .
PANYARD: Thia 1s the scalf supezviaor for Met E£Z at che planc?
HEXDERSON: * "I;c have an emergency” i
PANYARD: la prodadly would have a good indication 1if 1t vas ‘nrtou:?
LIVIXTO0D: He said ve hava an emergency - did he say it wvas a aerious situerion?

Where did the serioua, term serious situation co=e from? from ycur
people or froo the plant? £

DEPUTY
SECRETARY: DER 5 -
HDNDERSO: That *i» =y deputy aecretary back there vho eubsequeotly talked to DER.
REPORTER: The civil defense office notified DER? .
BEDERSOM: ° That is correct, and thep we maintained constant comounfcations wich DER.
They are cur experts l.n cthis area. ‘

] L]

PANYARD: You tol.d DER and then DER told you it was a ut!eus ircidege.
- 1

HEXDERSON: DER ctalks in technical terms then back to che pluat supervisor to get

the sore specific decails while ve are going through our alerting procedure,
as soon as our alerting procedure is over, DER or somectime in the meanti--
DER gets back to us and gives us sows of Cthe more epecifics of vhat
happened. .

Initially DER vas told by tho plant it wvas a secious incident? -

HENDLRSON: ¢I don"¢ know...

PANYARD:

LIVINCOOD: Hr. Dornsife, vho from DER, whp talked to the plant this marning?

- aptes - .
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KIlev:
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-Sa-

1 calked infcially co the plant wvhen I got a call f{roa Civil Defense, I
called thea back ismediately. At cthat tise they cold se that they
bad sent tesas out and they veren't aeeing anyching, but they haén’t =
really sanpled for very long, so they didn't know wvhat the 1&veld veren
but they hnev they vere less than a certain nu=ber, wvh®h vas very seall -
eo they knev they veren’t releasing any off aice. But =y {ndicacion vas -
that they veran’t too poaitive of what the situation in the plant vas --
they veren't too sure vhat vas e » U, wvhat caused the proble=s cthst ea7
have occurred, or may not hawrs vccurred in cthe plant, so I i==ediately
went into cthe office ar” *. the meantice I called into the office telling
the first one vho got 4ia there to cell the plant back and kee? an.tPex
1ine, vhich i{s normial procedure. Ve kee? an open liae vith the plan:
so that they can continaully update us vith what 43 going on. I chink ~ *
Mr. Carusk{, the director of our bureau got in there and called back
and he vas the one that may have alerted civil defense, I don't know.

P -
As to the seriousness, we ere trying to find out where that evaluacion -
originacad... S
I don't knov, I knav it vas, fo @y mind I knev it vas a prodleo but I
didn’t think at that ti=e thare wvas anybody ofZsite being affeccted by ic.
I don’t knov vho mada the derer={nation that it vas now a serious
i{ocident. -

Colonel, one thing on the evacuation...You said you wvere going to ocaxe

£

a dezer=ination vhettar to evacuate. Mr. Dornsife said chey have no .

so5ile eGuipzent to test for radiacion. Ecw would you decernine who
to evacuacte?! Hov would you knov vhich areas are concaniasced, wvhich .
areas are safe? -

~ .-

Ye have a map in oy office vhich has the area from cne =lle. three =tles,
five niles, out from the island, vith a grid. Based on the =———==ee==gp!
the vind direccion at the tize, ve vould make the decer=inacicn based on
the advice froa DER as to what segmeat, or what areas vould need to be
evacuated.

DER doesn’t have the equipnant to go on the site? ~

DER has to depend upon the best technical advice it can get which is
cooing fros the plant, That is correct. o

You are relying right nov, and apparencly DER is only taking se=ples
and caking cthem back to the plant, and right cov even the federal
governsent-— is on route but not actually there yet. S0 actually
all of the information wve have so far is from Mec Ed. .

Cornc':. -

‘Hr. Dorasifa, hov did you then dateraine, ot so=sbody 4n DER

thought it was e serious aituscion early this morning: Uhes did you
fccldn and hov did you decide that it wvas?

Urll, just from talking to the planct, through further informacion froca
cthe plant. I really don't know where this sarfous incident, situstion
caze about. I don't knov vho said it or vhere it vas said, or vhy i
vas said, but like I eaid ve vere 2n constant esm=rmmication with the
plant and ve could tell as tice vent on they reslized wvhat" vas heppening
vich the {nsirusdntacion. they could pinpoint vhere the problers
vere and vhat had caused the prodlems.  That i3 when wve becase avare
that there vas really no problem concerning offsite people. Ve are
0!;11 concerned about offsite people. We are not concerned about the
planc. I
v ! = -
13 this cthe first time cthat you had a nuclear accident like this or .
; sicuacion like cthis in Pennsylvania?
.s.

How many plancs are there in Pennsylvania?
b

. “Blrg- ¢ ..

i
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. Uhich ooe {s currently shut down? -

Thaere are currently four operating, coamerical operating plancs,I

am sorry there are fivs currently five operating: tvo at Peach h:::n.r
dowvn near the Maryland border on the Susquehanna, and one un,A af =~
Seaver Valley vhich ie out vest of Pl:uburzh. o} e
Why doesn’t DER have its own mnuortng equipaent ————==————me——{ p

vould aeen that the public has a right to expect a governcent azency

to bo oo aite and monitoring {n auch a sicuacion.

We have been requesting funds to fncrun our ecergency rubonu crrabilis
and we have bill before the Rouse I believe that vould §ive us sore ﬂnr:/ r’
to ln:rnu our cmtgcn:y reeponsa capabilicy. .

If you had that nonty could you have had oonitoring equip=ant out thll‘;?

‘# .
Yes. i 2 » ~.e =
How long hse that bill been pending, how long has that request been
pending for that kind of =money?

I would say & fev years.

Mr. Dornsifa, vere you here several years ago under the other adafafs~
ctration vhen there vas & year-long I thiok, iovestigation to determine
vhecther ot not the etate should escablish conitoring equip=sznt at these
aites?

I vasn't vith !Ihl Coc=onwealth, no I vas not, but I an avare... T e
A Y

Do you uuli at that tize, a decision vas cade on the advice of the
technical people, thet they ehould not.....

T a= not avare of vhat happened at that tica-
You weren't wicth DER?

No I vas not.

!ou sentioned one unit at Baaver Valley, is chat Shipp!ug Pore?

Ucll. Shipping Port ie not coemercial, it is a federally ovned plant

ic {e & s I an calking, Beaver Valley plant unit 1

23 cthe unic I anm talking about. I dfdn't include Shipping Port because
ic i3 not a com=ercial ?lant. .

Zeavar Valley Because of the —— coneiderations; yes, Beaver Valley.

[

Uhen the valves trippod this sorning at the plant and the eteem buile up
vhat eort of effect did chac have on the primary cooling syetea that
cools the reactor? g

VWell, like I eeid the release valves lifced, as deeigned to reduce the

pressure. - . g
So the primasy cooltng sysna continued !.n operation, :hcra vas no danger...
The reactor ehut down huodhuly. The control tods went into the core

and shut the reactor down.

Wae that done automatically? i : .
, Yee,
In other uorde, that 'sas a rospan" inaudibls ic's pare

of cthe tontrol systea.

-more~ S ; : G
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IR coageol cods ;o0 ia to saut doun’? =iy

Yes, they drop by gravity.

4r. Dorsife, those five units thas you called abou:, are the ores

ac three mile island, vould you 33y they ere in th¢ =cst, of ’1: .:h:u 2
nuclear units, in the most heavily populsted sres! P ‘r
I don't have thcse figutcs en the i) of my tengue. I could fook the=
ud tn the varfous documents. I would say it i3 chree =tle gnZ Seaver
Valley, Just off chte top of =y hesd, arc abcuc eQually pcrulazez in
vicinicy.

Have the peogle im Coldsboro been notified Coloael, do they knecs
anyzhing official, the cesidents? 3

The peorle in York County, civil defense perscnnel have been notified
as to hov further down the systen veot I ac not sure.
v

Colonel, did you say that vhen you got the first call this =orning,” ¢
that the plant supervisor said tha: they did no: have the technical '
capadilicy to tell hov serious it vas?

No, our syste= ané our standing operatiag procedures vhich ve have wiz=h
this plant an2 with all other plants, ia which ve rehearse as far as
the co=wnications chanaels are cccceraed, each quarter, provides .
that the shifz suresvisor on duly vill eake the tvo first calls gol=g
outside of the plant, Vill be one to the, in this irsctance, and the
second one-to us and the oaly thing that ke tries to give to us as that
tize becauss of the speed of gezting {nafcrastien out 2s that durizg

L

our test ruzs, *this i3 a test, in this run, this is an emezjency ccadlizisn

and cthis {3 vhat he gave us -- this s an ecergency. %
= !

Mr. Dcrasife, ves there ever anvrthing epproaching, Or wvas there ever
any posiidbilicy of the Chiza Syndro=e?

Have you seen the movie?

Ko, I heven’t seen the movie. A
There vas no possidility of an explesicn at that planmt, nuclezs explzsien
becauae of the low enrichk=—wnt of the fuel, firs: of all, ®y undesstanding
is that wasr't even in the Chine Syndrece. The Chiina Syadrcze 13 a
ter=inology ‘or a melt-through. a reactor celt occurrirg ané the molten
fuel going right down to Chica, vhich &s of course (rpessidle, firs:

of all, but no cthere vas never any =elted fuel, these 327 have been

soze activity release from the fuel because of the pressure transieat
that tha plant vent through, but there vas oever any fuel da=zge 23 far
ss the utility kngws right ngw. =, S

Could I tinterrupt for a second. We are going to have to go ari weet with
the Governer. - may I suggest that Lf there are ary qQuestions
that .you might have further on this, that you get &n touch with Paul
Critchlov's office, and wve vill be 13suing regular staterests..-.

4
Are there any represencatives of Met EZ here? 2.

There are none here toda¥, no. 5

- ' -
13 there any chance that they are in the building or talking to the
Covernor at this_point? - ~
¥ot at the momentg, :h-ly ave dowvn trying to assess the situsticn at
the plant and there sre people from DER that have been in concace wizh
thoe, but we will talk witr thea.

Is there any chance tha: we can be briefed at some point today by so~e-
body froa NRC? . =

Je could try. Paul, Is there e chance that they could de briefed by
anySc-dy froa the X or the tesm that is coning up?

T vill chock. &)
Ve cin chech and £et to you. Thank you.s. .
tee

L}

T
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