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THIS IS AN UPDATE ON THE INCIDENT AT THREE MILE ISLAND.NUCLEAR PO.ER
PLANT TODAY.

THIS SITUATIO IS°MORE COMPLEX THAN THE COXP4NY FIRST LED US TO
BELIEVE. WE ARE TAKING MORE TESTS. AMND AT THIS POINT, NE BELIEVE
THERE 1S STILL NO DANGER TO PUBLIC HEALTH. ~ £

HETROPOLITAN EDISOH HAS GIVEN YOU AHD US CONFLICTING INFORMATIOH.
WE JUST CONCLUDED A MEETING WITH COMPARY OFFICIALS AND HOPE THIS
BRIEFIHG WILL CLEAR UP MOST OF YOUR QUESTiONE.

THERE HAS BEEH A RELEASE OF RADIOACTIVITY IHTO THE ENYIROKHENT. THE
PAGLITUDE OF THE RELEASE 1S STILL BEING DETERMINED, BUT THERE IS NO

"EVLDENCE YET THAT IT HAS RESULTED IN THE PRESENCE OF DANGEROUS

LEVELS.

THE COHPANY HAS INFORMED US THAT FROM ABOUT 11 A.M. UNTIL.ABOUT
1:30 P.M., THREE MILE ISLAND DISCHARGED IRTO THE AIR, STEAM THAT
COHTAINED DETECTABLE AMOUNTS OF RADIATION

TEE DISCHARGE WAS A PART OF THE NORHAL REACTOR ENERARENCY COOLING
PROCESS. IT WAS DONE TO RELIEVE POTEWTIALLY DANGEROUS PRESSURE IN

THE REACTOR CHABER. '
ER gooi160 ?2¢3 2

BECAUSE OF AN APPARENT LEAK IN THE PRIMARY COOLING SYSTEM, RADIOACTIVE
PATERIAL WAS DISCHARGED INTO THE AIR ALOiG WITH THE STEAA.
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THE PEHNSYLVANIA DEPARTHMENT OF EHVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES WAS NOT - .
NOTIFIED OF THE RELEASE UNTIL ABOUT THE TIME THAT lTA#B'HALTED-;J_..

THE CONPANY HAS SAID THAT FURTHER DISCHARGES MAY BE NECESSARY AtD
HAS PROAISED TO NOTIFY US IN THAT EVENT.

r

THE LEVELS THAT WERE DETECTED WERE BELOW ANY EXISTING OR PROPOSED
EHERGENCY ACTION LEVELS. BUT WE ARE' CONCERNED BECAUSE ANY INCREASZD
EXPOSURE CARRIES WITH IT SOAE IMCREASED HEALTH RISKS.

r

THE FULL IMPACT ON PUBLIC HEALTH IS BEING EVALUATED AS ENVIRONMENTAL
SAHPLES ARE ANALYZED. WE ARE CONCERHED MIST ABOUT RADIOACTIVE IOBINE,
WHICH CAN ACCUMULATE IN THE THYROID, EITHER THROUGH BREATHING OR
THROUGH DRINKING MILK. FORTUNATELY, WE DON’T BELIEVE THE RISK IS
SIGHIFICANT BECAUSE MOST DAIRY COWS ARE ON STORED FEED AT THIS TIKZ
OF YEAR. ¥

TEAiS FROM THE DEPARTHENT OF ENVlRONHENfAL RESOURCES, THE NUCLEAR ~ ~
REGULATORY COMISSION, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EHERAY ARE IN THE
AREA CONDUCTING TESTS. %

THE MOST RECENT REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE LEVELS HAVE BEEN DECREASIiS
THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON.

WE WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED OF ANY FURTHER IMPORTANT DEVELOPNgNTS.
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f O | S
Hr. Scranton, the officials of the utilicy this sorning sand again early
this afternoor, the initial, the firsc thing that Iriggered this event
today aa the failure of a valve in a puzp in a cooling systea. Yet,
the people vho buile the plant, Babcock and Wilcox say that’s not true.
They say it vas not the failure of a valve, it vss not the fz2il:ire

of a punp nor pipe.’' Could you resolve this apparent diecreparcy?

1 chink chat i3 ag apparent dispute -betveen the cospany ané the
builders and I am certainly not of a position to gat iato the 2iddle
of chat. The cospsny has told us cthat it vas & failure of a valva

due to the normal emergency cooling ‘dovn aystes. Ue have to take thea
at their vord ac this ci=s for today's purposes, but this will be
invesctigaced, no doubt about ic.

.

Isn'c ic crue chat you have to take thea at their vord mocst of the
time?

No, ic isn'c. Ve curcantly heve teans froo the federal goveramaot
from the Department of Energy, the Nuclesr Regulatory Comaission

in, ve have talked to the Nuclesr Qegulatory Com=ission in Weshington,
they heve prosised to notify us of any readings chet thay get on their
environsental atandards.

They're here becsuse of cthis crisis. They'ra not here on a regular
besis.

.

Absolutely not. But ve asked them to cosa to it.

Governor, wve vere told that some of the people vorking chere vere
contaninsced. Can you tell me how many god to vhat extant?

No, I cannot. Thera ware, the coopany told us and this we have not
subscantiaced, the cozpeny told us that there vers soma contami=ants is
clothing, contsainents chat have been discyprded and they are going chrough
the norzal heslth procedures. As far as ve koow there is no aubscsancisced
evidenca yet, se far as ve knov, of any permanent health dazmage, but

1 chink ve vill have to get that from the company as soon as they aake
those assessnents.

Why don’t you knov hov sany employaes wers there and vhat's beln: done
to aee if they've been contaminaced?

We have talked to the coopeny about that and that being the cozpany’a
responsibilicy, our concern, our izmsdiate concetn vas to make aure that
there is no problez insofar as possible contaminacion vich the general
publil ac large. That vas our immediate concern from & goveramgnctal
etendpoint.

Which direction vas the viod bloving?

Ic's been bloving in verious directions during the day. Is.che morning
tovard the West Shore. 1n the aftermoon, up north.

Ia there any evidence so far of nqunnu on the part of the cocpsny
or any vorhm)

Hot cthat ! m o! Snndy. But that would probably be e vary complex
legal quastion and I can't begin to tell you that thia afcerdoon.

Hov such ———=avas this aftecncon betvesn 11:00 a.n. and 1:30 p.8.?

te have no reliable foundation to say hov such wves, but we do knov thst
the coapany has told us cthat the readings chat cthey have taken and

the readings chat che Department of Environrencal Resources have bean
party to have not shovn then to'be higher than vhat the noraal, I chink
the highest reading ve have heard of on site is 7 milirezs an hour.
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Uhy did ic teke three hours batvean tha time of the sccident and =
the time of che repore?

The officisls from Met Ed, I eskad them cthat this c!:on:oon at the
meeting. Thay said chat vhen the first incident occurred, which

vas outside the nuclesr part of the reactor, that bezzn s procass
vhich slovad dcwn, and covled dovn the resctor and there wvera no
detectsble incidances of sbnorma’l radiation leskige vithin the
treactor until 10 minuces of 7. They say when thatoccurred and

they say under normal vroceduras that is vhen they are supposad

to call the CiviiDafenso snd they contend they did ic at chst

tiza. . S
Doesn't that indicate scas kind of fellure in the design, scze

kind of nagligence in the design of tha system, at lesst the

alare syscem? B

If che alarm syscem vera formed to detect radistion and redisction
did not bagin to leak until 10 esinucas of 7, ic does not. But I &>
not & nuclear enginaar, Sendy and I cen‘t tall you.

But the point of it &ts 41fchsc there ves an inevicabilicy of
lsakzage of nuclear radistion at the tisa that the system. . .

Apparently-not. According to the people at Mat Ed, there vss not an
inevicability. The inevitsbility occurred due to e malfunction
and later on afcer the firsc scoppage of the turbine.

Can you give us an exs=ple of vhat 7 miliress per hour 1 a3 related
to. . .

Uhen you have a chsst X-rsy you get about anyvhera fros 20-100
milirens an hour.

So, ic'e atill very lovw than? : 3
Vary lov. Concern. But not one of tranendous urgsncy.

The govarnsent officisls vho are over thare who are doing ths wonitoring
around the test, arnucd the sits of cthe tests, vhara era they, sre

they in the plant? Are they in Coldsboro? Or sre they on thn ialascd,
vhara are tbey?

The DOE ceem vhich va requescad cooe in vill be ceking sa=ples around
the plant and dolog snalysis cuteida for us, they are sssisting us.

Our team vent dovn arcund noon snd vers just radiaecion messure-
menes. That's how ve found out that thars wers sose raleases froa this
radiation msasurement.

Uhet did you datace?
They vers detected all the way dovn to threa-siles islend.

And Het E4 did not volunteer that informacion?

Ve had received information at 11:00 thst thare were some off aice
radiation lavals of 24 mr per hour, directly aast of tha plant, and
ve went dovn to verify snd to get mora inforastion.

I vant the geography of cthis plant.?

From eseveral wiles dovn, vhere doas it scare froa?
From Rarrisburg.
. - more -

.
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PART L

PAGE &
IRL"iTO: Toe, 1 vant the geography. Wbare physically are your people taking
the asaples? On the fslané? Py R e
€ v
GEAUSKY: They're taking it off the island. We're taking it in the :nvigonugt'
around the plant. Outside of the plant site. Yhe Deparzment of
Agriculture, for sxzampls i3 nov going out and trying to get the
firet nilk sacples from the geseral ares, so vs can datsruine 1f
any iodine is being sicked up ty the cattle that are out.
.3
3RLTTO: Are you talking about York County? The general ares. . s H
CERLSKY: York, ths four county area. York, Lancaster, Dauphin, I'.‘mbn:.a::d.
BRLTTO: Was there anybody inaide the plant vhile this lesk occurred to deteraine
vhether there 43 more radistion vherever it 1is? o
GERUSRY: Theze are still paople in the plant, operstini the plant. Both unit *
1 ang 2.
BRUTIO: Aze there goverp=ent officiala in there vho are. . .
GERUSKY: Yea. NRC peaople are inside.
BRUTZO: Is there anycors lsakage?
CERUSKY: Ve don't knov at this tise. I don't have ths information.
1 kmov it has been decreased sincs they stop vanting stess at ahout
1:30 and what ths lavel ia at ebis poine, I don't koow. -~
WICCINS: —————tndicate in the stateasnt that there i3 still more stsam
or sons matarial in there that conceivably could. . .
CIRUSKY: Yes. There is going to be probablay some small smounts of rsdioactivity

going to be released. 1In addition, {f you get close enough to that
reactor, you're probably going to see radiation just froam the
reactor itaelf because it's s big source of rediation right oov.
There 3 a 1ot of redioactivity iasids ths contaimsent.

FERRICK: Where wes ths 7 m{llirexms per hour measured?

CERUSKY: That ves at the boundary at the fencslins.

FERRICK: That vas up on ths island iceslf?

CERUSKY: At the fencaline.

YE!MCI.:- . Wes the company suppose to inform you. . s
CTXSKY: They did. o . ’ ' 3
FERRICK: When did you find out that they vers venting thia udioncuu- stemm?

CERUSXT: They vare venting fros ;l'u wosent they shut the resctor down. It's

8 noctnal procedure to vent. They did not detect any incressed
radiation until about 11:00 when they inforused ua that they found
radiaiton levels. There's a Question concarning whsrs chat radiation
uss coming from. Apparently, froa our resdings, it vas conming from
that stean vent. Ve don't knov how yet. But, it's poaaible that
something slae broke in that reactor stese system that caused croes
contanrination.

,1'

LIVIZC00D:  WUhere is that atssm vant? 1Is that in chs primary containnent?

DOAXSIFE: No, sacondary. ;

DORKEIFE: It's actually, tho stesc -——— goes right into ths environzent.

HORE
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PACE 5
LIVIXCOOD: Wheress cotmally that secondary vater is not contaminated? .
3 L} .
WICGINGS: 7his s etezn frsa sccondary vater? . = . :
L]
DORNSIFE: Yee. =
LIVINGOCD: I have a ¢ouple of Questiocos. Nuzder one, bae the ccopany given
you any indicrcion that they had found sny evidence of fuel
elesent rupture? -
DORNSIFE: Yes. They have seid there has bean eoma evidance of I'm not
sure 1f 1ic's pechnicslly fuel ele=ent rupture, but scns
elezent of fuel decay vhich they, cledding damage, which tbey
say 1s socsthing that 1s under contzol. It's & zirconiun sadal
that encepsulatas tha :
g -

LIVINCO0D: So, it is a braakdowvn in one of the sncessement rods, righ:s? *
So that radioactive perticles thet vere encased in those rods
ara ee~sping {ntc the primary cooler. Tha prizsry coolsnt
scoehow or other is getting into the secondsTy eystes. 1sn't
that true? The prasense of iodinc. The presense of first of all,
vhare did you de:zect the iodine ———chis sorning? Was that
at Goldsboro?

DORNSIFE. Yas. *

LIVINCOOR: Was thst in the fors of -——astter of ——?

DORNSIFE: Jell, iodine can be either. 3

LIVINGOOD: Which one vas ic?

DORXSIFE: There 13 no vay to tell. It's ' so you get
boch.

LIVINCO0D: You don't knov vheter it vas

Anyvay, that vould suggast, would it ot that <there vas e ralease
of primary coolant, righe?

DORNSIFE: Yes. To get eny sctivity out, it hsd to be primary coolant.
LIVIIGOOD: Hov did thst primary coolant get out of the primary containcent

building end into the secondery coolant systea vhich is vhara
the steas venting is right? x

LIVINGQOD: Bov did chet secondery syateo get contaainated? -
. LT. COV: *According to the compeny and I think chat in these kinds of questions
: you are going to hsve to ask tha company becusee ve didn't have
eovebody thare. .

FERRICK: The company von't ansver the queetions.

LT. COV: According to the cocpany ss they told us is that it is s nor=zal
procedure for there 13 e normal and I don't knov the tachincal ter=
for it, a normal releesss of veter froa the primery syetez into
a tenk in an auxiliary building. Thst tenk, one of the faults occursed

‘n vhen that tank overfloved and it vas vented fres there. The releses

of that vater froo the primaries and this is vbat the company told
us, froa the primary bLuilding into the auxiliary Puilding ves not
abnnrmal., that vas sbnormsl vas the overflov and the eubsequent
venting.

LEXTZ: Thet ves the major venting————. The ovarflov of that cank?

" POOR"ORIGINAL
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That is vhat thay have indicaced to us. Mow you will h:vc to :hl:k- vieh

them because I aa not a nuclcar angineesr and you'll have to get the
SCOTY ...

Doe¢s that mean., vas that opaerative an hour ago, or will ic be oparative
right chis woment. I mean are there going to be vantings ovcmi;h&
Of...

Thare will not be ventings unlass ve are {aforoed of thea and from tha
coopany's standpoint, the veatings will be ventiags which era to relieve
the pressure froz the pfizaTty area and will be belov the dange? level

of nuclear radiaction.

Are ventings anticipated throughout the next 24 hours? 48 hours? -
Kot by us.

thac 1s cthe condition dovn theve, 1s this cthing under coacrol or not?
Do they knowv vhat they are doing? Ara they cleasing it up?

Yas. I cthink 4c 4is fair cto say that thay are in the process of cleaning
4c up but Vvhacher they knov vhat they are doing or not, I vould.
not having been dovn there, I could not tell you.

What {¢ the altarmative to venting? ~
The alternacive in the cocpany's words, to the orunui venting, vas

8 build-up of heat and pressure in thl pri=ary area vhich accoréing
to thas would ba i{ncolerable.

thac does that sean?

You would have to ask them.

There would ba as explosion, is that vhat you oean?

Not an explosion..

Did you ask anyone frou the company to coze to this nevs conference.

No I did :=ot. ]

0K, why not, hecsuse they are the ones vho have all the ensvara, yQu
can't ansver our Questions, i{s it not the respoosibilicy...

The responsibilicy as a government official is to spaak to the cospany
people and to try to get vhat ve feel ia their story and to discarn
vhat they may or may not have done. HNr. Herbine vho set vith me
indicated cthat he had spsnt a half hour before talking vich
us vith tha prasa. Wa hnd sssused that he had made @ pubu: lutmnt.
and hsd mada hinmself available.

Do you see any need to start to evacuate people out of thl; area?
“r
No we do.nct. .
flov are you going to keep thea calemed dovn so they won't wvant to lesve?

Secausa there have heen no {adicaciooa so far of any high level nuclaar
rediaction in the environ=cnt.

+Is there a potaencial for fc?

s POOR ORIGINAL
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PART TWO

= Page 2a
Tell se vhere I am vrong plesse., firat of all you are asying that there
is sove dansge to the vhich would surround the ursnium core; *
seco-d that there vas a valva, becsuse of the pressurs that »as Huile =?
in the primary cooling system, that z valve vest off infthat prizary: 3
cooling systea; third chat thera s an » thare are
thcee things that are vrong, is that correct?

LT. GOV.: 1 said an suxiliary building.
LENTZ: VWere all those things vrong? B ;
DORNSIFE: The normal cool-dowvn node vhen the plant shuts dovn {3 to duX) stea= to

get dovn to & point of pressure and termzpersture vhere an internal
circulating aystea can cske over to remove the — heat from the

plant. Nov soruslly this acteaa {3 not contsafcated. They think there

15 a possibilicty it may have been vhich could be one of the problens. e
But in sddition to that, there vas the ateaz condensing or the ateaz

or the vater that vas coaing out of tha pri=zary using the cool-down
aode they vere in at one point before they went into the stssn generator
cool-down =ode - the vater vas going into the drain tank in the pri=ary
containment and it vas being taken out of the reactor building into the
auxiliary building.

Len: That vas redioactive wvater?

DORNSIZE: Yes, that -vu radiocactive veter.

FERRICR: Ue heve s schezatic draviog of this, of Met Ed's three-tiile island ane
ve all have copies of it, would you sxplein it to us on the draving?

DORNSIFE: T don't thiak that is reslly detailed enough to get into that. Thase
are not the vain aystexs, che problezs that occurred wvere not....

BRUTTO: that vss the ralationship betveen the rupture of the fuel alezant and
the valve failure.

DORNSIFE: I really don’t kpow. \'

BRUTS0: Are they realted? PUDR “R‘G

DORNSIFE: 'n\en is a possibilicy ctbat they could bc.

LENTZ: Hov did the atesa becoce radiosctive? Is that a miscake. That 1s act

supposed to happen. =

DORNSITE: The informaticn that T had gotten vas there may, they balieve there
: ] .2ay have been soms rupture in the ateam generator vhich caused pri=ary
vatef to get inco the secondery. They haven't confirmed that.

PA!\;TARD: Da you knov if rediocactivity has aver been relessed into the atnasphere
by sccident by s nuclear generating astation in the U.S. prior -to this?

DORENSIFE: There hava bean incident’s of vhera s=all asounts of primarily noble ;u
had been released but not to this magnitude as far as ve koowv.

FERRICK: Uhet cype of radiation 1s this? Do you have the tachanical nana. 1
underatand :hu ‘there ere different nazes?

DO®MSIFE: Vell, thare is garma, vhich is the kind that you would sae you knov
wvould be exterpel denger essentially. You would have a gac—a source
and you could be exposed to it just by wvelking next to it.

. .

FERRICR: What type {s this do you krow? :

DORNSIFE: LIt 1a a combination of all typea. The _l.odin- 19 prinarily beta.
In other vorda it 1s not a problem unless you get it imtecnally.

-
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How does iodine come out of this?

Iodine is a fission product.

PART TWO
Page 2a

then the uraniua fissionssa uholc urfos >

of fission products are produced of vhich iodins is onsa.

-

You sey this vas the largest va have sver had. In ter=s of vhat?

Amount of activicy. 'From the prizsry indications we hive nou, uwe think

that is the case.

I chink cthat there have been rsleases from other installacions thac
vere of greater amounts than this rele:zae.

How do you'knov £f the cocpanies are not giving you all the information?

Vall, there vas a fev years ago, in South Csrolina, a relesse from ‘thc? ) >

plent down thare and it went out to aea.
a variety of plants over a period of tiee. This i3 not, this 1s lnrze
but I would besitete saying its the worst.

.

There have besn releases fro=

Mr. Ceruaky, the cozpaay hss only mentioned iodine once aa being
releesad. There ves an inferential reference to other isotopes.
Bavs they told you if other isotopes have been found?

Vsll, lec’a bops it vasn't ooly iodine 1)1 cthat vaa releassd, because
if ve found those levels of radioactivity in tbe euvironmant and it ves

only iodine 131 ve would be in t:vuble.

What else vas found?

)

There should be a lot of noblas radioactive, gsses in the anvircnment
and that is vhat is giving us the rediacion.

Radon?

Not radom, but.,. =——gacd krypton.

Hov will we know

inqudible

?

Se=ples are baing analyzed right nov to deterzioce the quantities of
radioactive iodine thet ware in the anvironment and wve vill be chec:iog
ailk and other materials to see if it is being picked up end u

ve can also check people.

¥r, Gerusky, is it poasible that cthst n:ondan syaten has bnn

contaninited over e period of time?

1 doudbe fc.

Or was this just one incident?

There is a possibility that both aides of, their tvo sides, there are
cwo hoilers, two sides, both could hsve besn contaminated as e reault

of this incident.

The contaninstion may have jumped, thet is thsct it could have coma out
of the plant and ekippsd a fev miles dovn-wind before it came down,
that it wouldn't be contaminated near the plant, but furcther on down?

Yes, if you got a high cnod;h raslease point, there ia going to be a
point at vhich it ia not going to touch down and once it hits ground

ic will spread out.

Are you checking down-wind.

contaninacion?

s

Hov far down-wind ere you chscking for

" POR ORIGINAL
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PART TWO

ser "a PACE ée
CERUSKY: Ve are going to be spreading out eround the planc, scarcting with the
plant and go as far out as we need to go uncil find nothing. e i
are going to go out 10,20,)0 miles act this point. e . ot
AMIG: Vhat do you tell pcopl.n cthat vare outside, near there durlng u 2
and 1 ctoday?
GERUSKY: Ve didn't knov becwveen 11 and 1 chat anything vas really happening

except for one rediation resding and at 1:00 vhen we got sooe infor=ation
that ve had from our trip froo Harrisburg, dovn back to us, and
called cthe plant at that point they vere shuctinog the sceas systs=
down vhich vould acop the exposure.

AMIG: What do you tell thes at chis point, 1 mean chey ware out, nobody
knav ic, ahould they go to their doctor?

CERUSRY: No, at this point, until we can determine vhat the caximm possible ¢
exposure could have besan and that vill be shortly. I expect it &z :
the next day or two. We vill knov vhat the vorsc case wculd have baso
and I cthink wve can then make a decerzination. It could be very,very
saall and it looks like it might be very, very, small—

Our 1odina information, of iodine, the relesse of iodine

vhich 1s the cricical isocope. The infor=ation wve have got from our
lab so far, indicatas chat iodine levels are vell below vhat one would
allov ia the eovironsent nor=ally.

FIRRICK: This sorning you gave us s theory of vhat you hesrd heppened. “Did you
get any furtber indicatious froa the Hat €4 officials es to bow this .
bagen? And if 30, could you tell us? -~ .

DORNSIFE: Vell T vasn'c at the meeting chat just occurred betveen the coupain
officiels. I wvas in the office knping updaczed vich the situacion.

FERRICK: Did chey explain to you vhet happened. Why cbis h;ppcncd. ‘

DORNSIFE: That {nformation vas the latest I had gotten before I caze cnr to the

press conference.

LT. GOY.: I think ve heve explained everything thap they have told us about how
ic happened on aa non-technical basis. Our concern in cthe seeting vas
to detarmine, vhat I think your concern vas chis soruing, and I cthiok
ours, vhy it took so loog to report it vhen, end I don't knov 1f even
they knov vhy the turbinas sbut dovn. 1 think this 1s going to take
scoe detective vork. - .

JENSEN: Vhat happened on Jan. 14, Govermor? 1 un_dnuund that on Jan. 14, the
- . plant vas closed docvn dus to a faulty part §o the turbine, and resained
o "closed dovn for tvo veeks. What hsppened then?

DORNSITE: You may be talking about e heater drain pusp nphccu.at. *

FERRICK: Atoospheric Stean Release valve ruptured and it vas closed dov-n for

cvo veaks. This heppened oa Jan. 13 - curbice crip test. Vere you
averes of that? .

.

DORNSIFE: Ve get preas releasas. Right off I vasn't avare of chat.
FERRICK; Ate these ths O;nn release valves that are oov relaasing the ...
DOJ;::'—;‘H"E:' That vcr;: ;:hcy vers used for the normal cool-do\m —

PANYARD: You vers not avere of the Jan. 15 incident? .

DORNSIFE:

We get press releases from, NRC and reports, I don‘t recall et the
momant. 2

PANTARD: Ia 1t not true that the plant starced up a testing procedure las: March

and over the past 12 months it has been dowvn for at least five smonths
for safety reasons?
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Hell, it didn’t go commerciel until Decambder.

During that ctesting pariod it wvas dowvn & fev tioes because of prodble=s,
thet they did find. I don't know the avact seount of tise. sButsthstg.
13 sormal uncil ell.che bugs ara vorked out of the sysseas.'

Host plents are like that in tha testing period and the firsct fev
sonths they are couwmarcisl they do hava somes bresking in probleas.

What ¢ d inaudibdl 2

Ovarhesting of the fuel, lack of cooling and the overheating of the

fuel, ctypically.

Does that posa 8 threat to rsdiosctive raleasses?

Da‘inicely, 1f the cledding isn't thers mare ectivity will get‘out.

Is it becauss of the cladding that steam became radioactiva? i

Hot prizzrily, thet ellowed more activity to get into the pricary
syetea thsn would normally happen Lf cthat didan't occur.
That dida’t lead directly co the releesse of tha saecondery.

Covatdor. can you axplain ocoe more time the cell at asbout 10 ainuces
of 7:00; thet is vhan they felt that they should call.

Yes, that i{s vhen they begen to detect abnormal emwounts of rediacion.

~

As far as the venting, are they rejuired by lsw, rsguletion, or
vhat have you, to inforam DER or any state agency about vhen they sre

going to vent!?

They ere not required by lgv, corract e if I'm wrong Toa, but thers s
an undarstanding betvesn DER and Mat Ed chat they would, but they

did oot.

Do you kmov 1f thay iaforoed tha NRC? 5

T do not knov 1f cthey informed the NRC?

Nr. Dornsife, vhen that curbine tripped this sorning ecmavhers around
4 or 4:30, did chat avtomatically ectivate che shutdown of the resctor
or did chat ectivietion have to ba pliehed 11y? .

No, it part of the systea's design so that 1f the turben trips the

_ Teactor will elso crip.

ov ‘oue of tba fav things that eome of us appirantly have been abdble
— fr0m Mgt Ed, i3 thet the turbine ctripped at 4:3)0 e.m. and that
‘the emargency procedurs at the plent bagen at 6:40. Thst i3 tvo hours

and ten ainuces. Hhy?

Well, I don't know vhn: happenad in the seanti=me but it could have besn
thet, all ths indicecions sy bava besn normsl up to thet 1.-. 1 don't

know.

Uhat ts the compeny saying ebout thet?-

The coampsany ﬁ ssying that the indications ware norzal up to that tise
thst the no:mal safety functions wers oceurring snd they didn't begin
€o see redistion until about thet time. That is vhac they are sayiag.

ve have no vay to verify that or not.

They got alarwed, didn't they, vhan :hcy found vster on thes floor of

- the containaent lru?

-
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They got slatrmed vhen they tegan to detect radistion in the ltmsphcril
froa our wmsting vith thea. : 4 TSR 4

9
Vhen did they eee the vatar?
Was chet after?

T don't knov. =

Covernor, they told you thst they verc detecting, this morning vher

ve :slkad to you, they told you that they had detected ratiacion

i{n che stoosphars. Wes thers asver s point todsy st vhich tbey toild

you 0o, wve'rs sorry wve ars vroog, tbere {s no radietion in the

stmos;bare? =
z Y

No, slthough thars vers prese reporte that they had ssid so. But they,

had never told ms thst directly. &

Did thay contsct you vhen they detectad radistion cutsids the plent
or vithin tbe primary...

Vichin cths plant. Then sccording to thea they vent iszmedistely and
bagen to take onsite resdings st the peripheral of the plant.

Governor Screnton you ssid ia your statement that the sictustion is

sore couplex than tbe compeny first lad us to belisve...srs you ssying
the co=peny misled you oo this?

I chink thers i3 s grest desl of disappointment from our'side that
the coapany did mot tell us that they vere vanting rediosctivicy,
psrticularly vhen ststemtnts vers represented that they made, that
they seid there vas no radioscitivity being put out in the st=osphers.

All dey long, Covernor, public officisls liks yourself and Mst Ed
people have been saying thst there is not an i=wadists dsngsr, but
ooV ssying that could lesd to sn increase in birch
defects and cancer, f{s that s distinct possibility?

‘.l don't know and I e= not quslified to speculsts on thac.

Hr. Cevuiky?

¥ell, as vas in cthe ststecent sny increase in redistion exposurs
could cause sn increasad risk of bioligicsl sffacts, we don‘t
know vhat the sxteot of that exposure is yet, 80 ...

s there sny cbance that it contaminsted the river?

No i don’t hLialfave 8o, unless ths amount that i{s in the sir is vashed
to the ground and into the river sod it, the concentrstion, 1: would
be diluted. ’

It eeems lika thare sre so vany things feiling in chat plant, could
you get s list of vhet is nst wvorking right now, other thso the
plenc ictoolf, bscause it multiplies sverytirme ve cooe up...

I chiok you wvould probsbly have to ssk the NRC for :hu-bcc-uu cthat
is generslly thctc business eand 1 sn ‘sure they vill tske an inventory
of e, -~.. " -

Covernor, is there sny control that the stste has over this Mst Ed
or is thare snybody {n cthe stace vho is qualified to dstef™ine 1if
they sre talling the truth vhich thay have not put off notifying
us of ther emargency this morning, thay insudibl

they could vent sll night long, possibls unless there are fedarel
sgents out there,

There srs federsl sgents theid. I chink the control that the scate
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has 1f cthere is not indication that ths smounts of radioactiviy
ara above, at tha level at vhich they are considered dangsrous, +
then there is very lictle control that the state has. ¢ *

I think vhat ve have to do is monitor and vhat we have to do is
be prepared to evacuate and csll in tha federal governoent for
outside exasination and confirmation of exactly vhat the laevels
of radiation are

ATa you avsre of any lavsuita pending agoinst Met Ed right now S
charging chac- 11legally? %

L b
Fo I am not, but that doesn’t msan they are not.

Covernor, did the compeny indicate to you efter the —as,
no longer deing pumped into tha generating atation, vhat the
pressure vas inaide the containment tover per square iach?

o

No they didn'c...

We vere asking all worning bacause that vas e primary concern, because
the amount of leakage through the contai t is depend upon the
pressure and all morning they were saying that it was less than

one 1lb. dizferencial pressure.

What does that mezn?
The pressure inside the contsinoment vas very very lov. -~
Bov does it compara ———{naudidle—m—

Vell I am talking about diffsrenctial pressure, above 14.7 lbs.
per square inch, psi gauge pressure, vhich is differential pressura.

I-chink ic is fair to say that the cocpany did indicate to us that
at the tioe vhen they mat victh us vhich wvas about a couple of hours
ago, that vithin a fev hours of cthat time,. the vhole cooling down
systenm of that reactor would have been cozplate and there would be
oo further necessity for venting. Whethar that 43 actually vhat
has co=e to pass or nor, I can't attest to but wa do have a promise
{roz the= that they vill notify us to any venting.

Is this cozpany shut dova insofar es producing qloc:rtcity.

Yes. ic is

‘Is it shut dowvn operationally?

Yas ;t is.

Hov long is it going to be shut down?

It depends upon the I!!l;! of the damage, it depende upon the extent

of the ssfety problems.” It will cerzainly not be a matter of days,

ic vill be a astter of veaks. .

There are a lot of people in the area- end you talked c‘bout evacuation
do you have plans for avacuacion and axe thay gll ger to go?

Yes we do, Colonel Hendersdn i3 in charge of rhar oparacisn and he has

Biven me tv ance =~ this
=orning, ic vas cthe firsc thinz ha did —
i P =,
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Why didn't the mayor of Middletown know until 9:00 in the morning about iz?

1 don't koow, ha has a civil defense representative vho ougho to-de
avars of that. ? : e 3

-t

Where are these people going to go 1if avacuated? 2

All of these counties have evacuation plans predesignated school
buildings, end so forth, this morning vheno ve notifiad thez, vhen ve
had received the general alert from three-aile island cthat there vas
a possibility of contazination outside of the plant gates we verified
vith che county civil defense directors, they in turn notiZied

and alerted the school officials vho, vhers the mass care centers
and elsevhere vhere they are located, they notified the Amaricen

Red Cross and thetr other «gencies that would be iavolved in say
evacuation to be prepared for evacuation. This wvas not & genarsl

notification to the public, this vas merely the organization to lesa *

forvard, 1f you wvill, in che foxholes, to be prepared for this.
Bov many people are we talking about?

Well, we didn't knov uncil ve got & further resading as to vhere
the untafe conditions vere.

What {3 your estimate if there is an evacuation, hov many peopla?

1 have nong, if the vind 3 bloving toward Rarrisburg it could get
pretety heavy. 1If it is going dowvn the river, dovn Route,&il, chere
aren’t a lot of people right along thas river sa... ~

Is Rarrisburg ln.dlugcr of possibla evacuation?

Harrisburg is vithio cthe 10 mile range, not the f{ive mile range.
Baaically our plans ars based on the five mils Tenge.

Where vill they be evacuated to?

Each county has predeeignated locations. 2
Schools vithin the area? . .
Schools are in the scheme.

I az not sure vhat tbay are being =———from 1f{ they are going to stay
in the area and go to a school.

=|0re—

s
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Qutside of the danger ares, in tha achools outside the bn;hf
are’. £ L]

-
e

How llkelLu en evacuation? ' X

Right nov, it's almost zero,

s T —

How many calla have you gotten from the public on this tolay?,

Vary fev. HMost of ours lisve been froo the prass. Az far avay
es California, and Nev Yovk, Florida. I talked to Kevin
Holloy at 3:P0 this afterncon and ha had had twelve un-

in his of2ice frow cicizens.

Bov far avay froo the plant hss incressed radiazion levals B

baen detacted? ‘

Our surveys indfcate that we aav increased radiation levals right
here in the niddla of Harrisburg for a very sh-~rt period of
cipa. Just slightly, but they wera there.

Covernor, vas thers any type of an explosion during the

Ko. °

Is there any danger of explosion pov?

GovernoY, — putting out nporu that chere
vas 8 times the lathal doae of radiation inside the reactor housing.
If chat 4a crue then I'm asking if you can confirm that number cue
and nuzber tvo, {f that vsa true, vas there anybody in the

area of that housing or insida cthe housing icself thac. . .

First of all, I cen’t tell you 1f it vss trus. I essude vhat
they're talking sbout {5 inside the pri=ary housing

vhich is buflt to house mora than s lethal dose of radioactivicy.
But I don't intend to be an spologist for. this situation. They
don’t have personnel withic that prinary area. If chac's what
he &s referring to it could very wvell ba. 3ut hrera have been
no indicstions from our tslks vith anybody or from tha DER's
sonitoring that there has been an lethal dosa of radiation
anyvhera oo site, off site or anyuvhara in tha araa and 1 shink
that's tha reason vhy ve fell confident that ve're oot going to h
have to evscuste.

Have they told you vhat the level of radiatior is or wvss inaide that
-primary chazber? During tha cooling down period?

No, they have nvot.
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