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ThOGAa Caruaky, Dlractor of DEl'' buraau of racllolo&ie&l protac:t1on 

�· 

: 

THIS IS AI� UPDAJE ON THE INCIDEtiT AT THREE MILE ISLAND.NUCLEAR PO!iB 

PLAfiT TODAY. 

THIS SITUATIO:I IS'MORE CO�IPLEX THAll THE co:·�04NY FIRST lED US TO 

BELIEVE. WE ARE TAKING MORE TESTS. AUD AT THIS POINT, WE BELIEVE 

THERE IS STILL NO DAtiGER TO PUBLIC HEALTH. 

11ETROPOLITAN EDISOi� HAS GIVm YOU AiiD US COIIFLiqtw; INFORHATlOH. 

WE JUST COfiCLUDED A MEETING WITH C011PAiiY OFFICIALS AIID HOPE THIS 

BRIEFIHG WILL CLEAR UP MOST OF YOUR CUESTiou�. 

THEF.E HAS BEEH A RELEASE Of RADIOACTIVITY IHTO THE Eli'/IRONi:lEilT, THE 

l'oAt;IIITUDE OF THE RELEASE IS STILL BEING DETERMINED, BUT THERE IS NO 

"EVlDEIICE YET THAT IT HAS RESULTED IN THE PRESEllCE OF DAilliEROUS 

LEVELS. 

THE COiiPAIIY HAS INFORMED US THAT FRO:i ABOUT 11 A.M. UNTIL ABOUT 

1:30 P.M., THREE MILE ISLAilD DISCHARiiED HHO THE AIR, 'STEAM THAT 
COiiTAIHED DElECTABLE AHOUIITS OF RADIATION. 

• 

., THE DISCHARGE WAS A 'PART OF THE NORi'IAL REACTOR EMERtiENCY COOLING 
PROC�SS. IT WAS DONE TO RELIEVE POTEaT lALLY DA11GE�OUS PRESSURE Ill 
THE REACTOR CHA:1BER, 

tl G 0 i 1 6 0 lf '1'3 ,e::' 
BECAUSE OF All APPAREIIT LEAK IN THE PRIHARY COOUtlt; SYSTB-\, RADIOACTIVE 
l"oATERIAL WAS DISCHARGED INTO TH! AIR ALOilt; WITH THE STEAii. 

f. . • • �. 



. 

THE PEWISYLVAIHA DEPARTriENT OF Eti'IIR01111EIITAL RESOURCES WAS NOT ' , 

. .  

NOTIFIED OF THE RELEASE UNTIL ABOUT THE TIME THAT IT -+lAS' HALT�.," 
. • . 

THE CONPANY HAS SAID THAT FURTHB DISCHARfiES MAY BE NECESSARY AIID 

HAS PROi-11 SED TO NOTIFY US Ill THAT EVENT. 
, 

THE LEVELS THAT WERE DETECTED WERE BELO\i AllY EXISTINii OR PROPOSED 

EliERfiENCY ACT I ON LEVELS. BUT Wf ARE· CONCERNED BECAUSE AllY 1 NCREASED 

EXPOSURE CARRIES WITH IT SOi·lE lfiCREASED HEALTH RISKS. 
• 

�� , ·• 

THE FULL WPACT ON PUBLIC HEALTH IS BEitHi EVALUATED AS ENVIRO�IEIITAL 

... SAHPLES ARE ANALVZED. WE ARE CONCERIIED HOST ABOUT RADIOACTIVE IODINE, 

WHICH CAN ACCUI1ULATE IN THE THYROID� EITHER THROUGH BREATHINr; OR 

. ... 

THROUGH DRINKIIIG MILK. FORTUNATELY� WE DON'T BELIEVE THE RISK IS 

SIG!HFICANT BECAUSE MOST DAIRY COWS ARE ON STORED FEEl1 AT THIS TII-:E 

OF YEAR. 

TEAHS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRON�lEMTAL RESOURCE�. THE NUCLEAR 

REGULATORY COI·1i11SSION, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EHERr;Y ARE IN THE 

AREA COUDUCTING TESTS. 

THE 110ST RECENT REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE LEVELS .HAVE BEEN DECREA�IHG 

THROUGHOeT THE AFTERNOON. 

WE WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED OF ANY FURTHER IMPORTANT DEVElOP��NTS • 

#fl#fl 

:. .. 

,. 
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. • J J : .. 
Kr. Scra'ltOn, the officials of the utility this Mmina•ftl! aaain earl_y 
this aftaraoor., the tnitiAl, the first th1na that >ria;erad th�a event 
today aa the failure of a valve in a pu=p 1ft a coolin; ayatem. Tee, 
the people who built the plAnt, labcock and Y1lcox say that'• not true. 
They say 1t vas Dot the failure of a valve, 1t v•a not the f:il�r• 
of a pump nor pipa.•· Could you resolve this apparent di•crepa�cy� 

.. 
1 th1ak that is a� apparent dbpute·betveen th• co.pany aftl! the 
builders and 1 .. certainly not of a position to a•t iftLo the �ddla 
of that. The coepany has told us that 1t vas 1 failure of a valva 
due to the norul ... raency coolina "dOVII ayatn. lle ban to taka th�a 
at their word at this tilla for today' s purposes, but this v111 be 
iDVeStiJated, DO doubt about it. 

lan't it true that JOU ban to taka thn at their vorc! .-cat of the 
tiae1 

Nr, it isn't. Va cur.aatly have uau froa the federal aover::Dt11t 
froa the Departaent of [aero, the lluclur bJUlatoey c:-.ueion 
in, ve have talkad to the lluclur �teaulatory Co.atalion 1ft lluhiftltoa, 
they have pro=iaad to notify us of any raad1nas that thay a•t OG their 
an,•irol'lllaa�al atedards. 

They're here becauae of thia crisis. Tbey'ra not here on a reaular 
bub. 

Abaolutaly not. Jut va aakad them to cos. to 1t. 

Covarnor, va vera told that aoee of the people vorltiua there vtlre 
contaAinatad. Can you tell aa hov aaay ed to what axtut! 

No, I cannot. Thera vera, the company told us and this ve have not 
aubatantiated, the coape11y told ua that there van soma coauai:lllau in 
clothina, conteaiaaata chat have bean diaCfrdad and they are aoiaa throu&ll 
the nor-�1 hulth proeeduru. As far a1 va knov there u no aubataatutad 
nidenca yec, •• far u va Jmov, of &IIJ paruaant health daaaae, but 
I think ve vill ban to aat that fros the coapaay u soon u tbay uke 
tho•• aaeasca&Dts. 

Vhy dcm' t you kzlov bov aany eployau wn there and vbat' 1 hiD& done 
to aee if they'•• bean ccmtaa1aated1 

Va ha•• talked to tba coapany about that aftl! that bdn& the cocpany'a 
reaponaibility, our concern, our l=Dadiata concern vas to .. �r.e aura that 
thera is DO problea iaaofar aa possible contaaiaation vitb the aeneral 
pubUt at lar&•• 'that VII our S..adiiU COliCin! frOII 8 &IIYemaantal 
etendpolDt. 

Vhlch dire�ticm vaa the viftl! blovin&? 

lt'a bean blovina lD ••r�oua direction• durtna the day. In.th• .amine 
tovard the llaat Shore. In the afternoon, up north. 

11 there any avtd111ca ao far of n•&liaaoce on the part of the cocpany 
or any vorkaal\l 

.. .. .  
Jot that 1 koov of Sa11dy. Jut that vould probably be • vary cosplex 
leaal qu•atiOII and 1 can't ba&in to tell you that thia afternoon. 

Mov ..,ch ----.a• thh after-noon betvun 11:00 �··· and l:lO P·•·! 

\:a have no reliable foundation to aay hov ... eh vu, but w do lr.nov that 
the coepany baa told ua that the readlna• that they have taken and 
the raadincs that the Deparr.eDt of Env1ronnent41 Reaourcea have bean 
party to have not ahovn than to·ba hi;her than vhat the 110raal, l think 
the h1ahaat raadtnc ve have heard of on att� 1a 7 •i11reA� 1ft hour. 

- .... c POOR ORIGINAl 
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Why did it taka three houri batvaan tba ttae of the accident and 
the ti .. of the report! .. 

. . . 
The offictlll froe Met Ed, 1 aakad th .. that thia afternoon at th& 
•••tina. Tbay 111d that vh1n the firat incident occurred, vhich 
va1 outalde the nuclear part of the reactor, that ba;�n a proca11 
vhich 1lovad d�. and couled dovn the reactor and there vera no 
detectable 1nc1danru of abnonu! radiation 1uk.1&• vithin the 
reactor uotil 10 llinucu of 7. They IIY vhan that o c c u rrall and 
they aay under noraal procedural thAt ia vhen they are auppoaad 
to call the Civ11Dahnao aDd they contend they did it at that 
tbla. 

Doun' t that illdicata 101111 ldnd of failure in the daaian, ICIM 
kind of naalSaanca in the daaflft of tha ay1ta, at laaat the 
alan= ayna! 

If the alara ayat .. vera foTlMd to detect radiation aDd ndiat1on 
did not baaln to leak until 10 •1nutal of 7, it doa1 not. Jut 1 &D 
not a nuclear analnaar, Sandy and 1 can't tall you. 

Jut the point of it 11 if that there vu an inevitability of 
laakaaa of nuclear radiation at the ttoa that the IYitam. • • 

Apparently-not. Accordin& to the people at Hat Ed, there va1 not an 
in&Yitabil1ty. The inevitability occurred due to • .alfwction 
and later on after the firlt ltoppaaa of the turbine. 

Can you a1v• 1.11 an na::pla of vhu 7 llillirua pu hour 11 'a• related 
to • • •  

When you haYI a c�11t X-ray you a•t about aayvhara froa 2o-100 
a111ra=a an hour. 

So, it'• atill ••rr lov than! 

Vary lov. Concern. lut not one of truandoua uraancy. 

., 

• 

The aovan=ant ofUdala vho are over than vho are doin& tha .onitorlna 
around the teat, arnuc4 tba aita of the teatl, vhara era they, are 
they in the plant! Are they in Coldaborol Or are they on th� iala:d, 
vhara an tbayl 

The DO£ tea vtdch VI nquutad c- in vill be takina lll!llllU 
·
around 

tha plant and dolo& aualyaia outaida for ua, they are aaa1at1na ua. 
Our taaa vaat dovn ar01r11d noon and vera juat radiatio� .. aaure• 
.. fttl, Tbat'l h011 VI foUDd OUt that thlrl VCU IOAI ral&aiU from thil 
radia:Son ... aur ... nt. 

What did you datact! 

They vera detected all t�l VIJ down to thraa-.ila ialand. 

And Met U did not YClunuer that 1nforaat1onl 

Va had racaivad 1Dforaat1on at 11:00 that thara vera aoae of! alta 
radiation laval& of 2� •r par hour, directly aaat of tha plant, and 
va vent d� .t� .. rify and co att aora inforaation. 

1 vant tha aeoaraphy of thll plant.! 

Froe ••••ral .ttee dovn, vhere doaa lt ltlrt fra.l 

Fro. llarrilbura. 
- -r• -
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Toe, 1 vant the a•otr�phy. Vbare physically are your people takina 
the aaaplu! OD the 11111�! • s• 

. I ·� 
They're takin& it off the island. We're takin& it in the eavtroncant 
aroWDd the plant. Outside of the plant site. The Depar�nt o! 
A&r1culture, for �.pla 111 nov aoin& out and tryin& to aet the 
fint a.llk suplas fros the aeneral aru, ao va can datanlioe if 
any iodine ia bein& ·�icked up ty the cattle that are out. 

An you talkilll about York County! The &•anal ana. • 

York, tba four c��ty area. 

. . 

Was there &Dybody tnaid, tbe plant vbile this leak occurred to deter=ioe 
vbnber there 111 110n radutioo vbuevar it 1&1 

Tbua an etill people 1D the plant, operatin; the plant. loth uoit 
1 and 2. 

A:e there aovera=ant officiala in there who are. • • 

Tea. H1C people an tnstde. 

Ia there a�yaara laaka&e! 

Ve don't lalov at this til:la. I don't have tba inforution. 
I kDov it bas been decreased atnca they atop vant1n1 ate� at about 
1:30 &Dd vbu. tba lavel ia at th1l potnt, 1 don't knov. 

------tndicete 1D the atataant that there 11 atill aore ataua 
or aoca .. tartal in there that conceivably could. 

Tu. There 11 101111 to be probablay sooe nall -.mu of radioactivity 
aotna to be released. In add1tioo, if you set close eoouah to tbet 
reactor, you're probably aoina to ••• radiation juat froa tho 
reactor itaelf becav•• it'a • bi& eource of rediation ri&ht oov. 
There b a lot of red1oacdvity 1uida tha conuimi&nt. 

Vben vu the 7 &11Urea per hour aauuud! 
That vu at the boundary at the feacalina. 

That vaa up oo tba 1alaa4 itaaU! 

At the feaceltne. 

\lu the ca.paoy auppou to tnfom you. 

They did. 

Whaa did you fiod out that they vera vent1a& tb1a radioactive ate .. ! 
They vue vent1aa fr011 the -•at they abut the rueter dova. It' • 
• noraal procedure to vent. They did not detect &Dy incr••••d 
radiation until about 11:00 vben they tnforaad ua that they found 
radiaiton levels, There'• • question coacarnin& vhara that radiation 
vaa coa1n1 fro.. Apparently, fro• ou� rudiaaa, it vaa coa!n& froa 
that atean �•at. We don't kftov bov yet. lut, 1t'a poaaible that 
aa.ethina alae broke in tha.t reactor ttu• ayttn that cauud crou 
conta�:�1nat1on. 

. 
��ere 1a that at ... vent! la that in cha pril:lary coacainoent! 

Ito, .. condary, 

lt'a •�tually, cha arl':u:o -- !ou ri&hc into tba eav1!'oNUnt. 

HORE 
,_ 

• 
-. 
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Wheraaa ao�lly that aaeondary wacar ta not eoncaataated7 

� t. acaaa fr� accoad•ry vater1 •• 
, ., 

Tea. 

I have a couple of queactooa. Nusber ona, baa tha co=pany &1ven 
you any 1nd1etr1on that they had found any avi�anca of fuel 
al12cnt ruptural 

·' 

Yea. They have aa1d there baa bean aoaa avidaaca of I'• not 
aura 1f ic'a cachnically fuel al ... nt rupture, but acme 
ala•ant of fuel decay which they, claddtna daaa;a, vbich�bay 
aay is aoaetbin& that 1• under conc:ol. It's a &irconiUQ cadal 
that ancapaulatu tha -------

So, it is a braakdovn 1n one of tba ancaaa•anc rods, r1&ht! 
So that radioac�va particl .. that vere e ncased 1n tboae ro�a 
ara aa�aptna tAte the prtD&ry cooler. Tha prt:ary cool-at 
aODehov or other 11 aactin& into the secondary ayatao. Isn't 
that cruel Tha pruaaaa of iodine. Tha preaanaa of U.rat of aU, 
vhan did you detect tha iodine ---chis oorn1n&! Vu that 
at Coldaborot 

Tu. · 

Vu that 1n the fona of --e.attar or ---1 

�ell, io�iae can ba either. 

Which one vu itl 

Thera 1:1 no vay to tall. lt'•----------•o you aat 
both. 

You don't k:nov wlleur it vu ------
Ailyvay, that vould auuut, vould it .not that "there vu a nleue 
of priD&ry coolant, ri&htl 

Tal. To &•t any activity out, it had to ba prt.Dary coolant. 

Rov did that priury coolant aat out of the prieary contaia:ent 
buildin& and into the secondary ----coolant ayatem which ia vhara 
tha etea• vantin& ia ri&ht? 

Sov did that eacondary ayatec aat conta�tad? 

·Accordin& to the co•pany aod I think that in tbaaa kinda of queat1ona 
you an aoina to have to uk tha c011pany bacuaaa va didn't have 
aoaabody thara • •  

Tha c011p1ny von't anaver tha quaationa. 

Accordin& to the cO..pany aa they cold ua is that it ti a noraal 
procedure for there 11 a aoraal and 1 don' t kaov the cacbincal ce� 
for it, a ao�l raleaaa of vatar froc the priDary ayatea into 
a tank 1a an a�iliary buildina • .• That tank, one of the faults occurra� 
vhen thet tank overlloved and it waa vented froa there. The raleaaa 
of �aat water froe the primariaa and thil il vbat the cocpany told 
ua, froe tha pri-.ry buildln& into the auxiliary �uildin; vaa not 
abMn.d, \/hat vu 1baorul vu the ovadlov al\d tlla aub11quant 
vanttna. · 

That vaa t�• D&jor vant1t11----

- IIOTI • 

ThP �•r!lov of that tank! 



LT. CO\',: 

LT. CO\'.: 

LT. CCV.: 

C:.\T: 

LT. CCV,: 

sa:o::: 

LT. CCV.: 

s�c::: 

LT. CC'I.: 

mc::r.:r.: 

LT. co·.•.: 

vtcct::s: 

LT. CC'I.: 

WlCCl��: 

LT. CO'.'.: 

lt11C: 

LT-�CV.r 

AHIC: 

LT. CO\',: 

RC'CI:.Ttl: 

LT. CC'o.: 

PAAT TW 
PACt la 

... 
Th3t 1a Vhat they h4�1 ladic�tld tO Ul. Mow you vlll �VI tO check vtch 
cltaa be�u.s• I aa not a auclur anain .. r and you' U have co a•t the 
atory • • •  

no ... cbt M&n, vu :hat operative an hour aao. or vUl it be operat1\'l 
ri,llt rllia .oeeat. I =-�n are there aolna co be vaatlnaa ove�1;11�, 
or ... 

Than vUl not be vtntlnaa llll.lan .,. are tafol'Did of r�� .. and from cha 
cnopany'a ataadpoS..t, the veat1D&t vUl be ,.aU.:111 vbidl era to relieve 
tl•• pruaura fro:a the P$1ury ana and vUl be belov the danaef level 
of nuclear rad1atioa. 

!lot by 1&1. 

��t 1a the conditioa dovn che�e, �· thia china under coacrol or not! 
Do they lalov ubat they an doina! A:a they uaaa1na it upt 

Yaa, t think it 1a fair to aay that they are 1n the proceta of clean!aa 
it up but Vhather they lalov vhat they are doina or not, I vould, 
not havtaa been dovn than, I could not tell you. 

What 1a the altan�ativa to nncina! 

The alternative ill the CO"lllliY'• vorda, to the oriainai veatina, vu 
• build-up of beat and preaaura 1a the primary areA Vhich accor�taa 
to than would ba intolerable. 

llhat dou that •an! 

You vould have to aa� thee. 

There would ba 111 explodoa, 1a that ubat you •ant 

Not au explolioa • •  

Did you ••� anyone fr� the coa,aay t o  co=a to thta neva conference. 

llo I die! ;.ot. 

Ok, vhy not, becau.e they are the onea vho hAve all the aaavara, y�u 
·un't anaver our queationa, 11 it not the reapooaibility • • •  

The reaponaibility u a aoveroaeat official 1 a  t o  apaak to'cba co.pany 
people and to try to a•t vhat va feel 1a their acory and co diacarn 
vh.At they uy or uy not bne done. Hr. llerbine vho eo.t vf.th 'eo. 
indicated that .. he bad apant a half !tour before talkina vf.th 
ua vf.th tba praaa. We had aaauaed that he had uda a public atat ... nt, 
and b..S uda hlaaell available. : • 

Do you aee any a.ed to atart to evacuate people out of that areal 

No w do.nc: • .  · 

Rov are you aotna to keep the• calaed down 10 they von't vane to leave! 

lecauaa there have �•n no iadicaciooa ao far of a�y'ht•h level nuclear 
nahtlon in the environ:���nt. 

·Ia there a potencial for itt 

Ve do not aee a potential for.!t. 

Cov•rnor, I aa � little confuaad on vh•• ta vr�na.vlth choc plant. 
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Tall .. vbc� 1 aa vroaa pl,ua, firat of all you ara aaytaa that char• 
11 1a.c �1• to the vbith vould 1urrouad cha ur1nt� cora; • 
1accr.d that chara vu a valve, becauao of cha p�uun cllac ,;a. �lt ,, 
in tha prlaatJ coolin& IJ.ItD, that a valva VCIIt of! .in'thu prt�.t7 , 
cooltna IJataa: third chat char• ia 111 , thara are 
three thin&a that ara vrona, 11 that correct? 

1 aa1d an aWlllurr,.�uildina. 

Ware all tho•• thin&• vronc? 

Tha nonaal cool-.!CNft DOda vban tha plant ahucs dO\Il\ u to du=;> scaa= co 
&at down to a point of pre11ura aad. car.paratura vbara ao internal 
circulatin& ay1taa tall cake over to n:IIICr .. the -- but froa tha 
plant. llov 11oraally thU au- u not contaoiuted. They �Ilk there 
u a pouibiUty it aay have b .. a vbic:h could be one of the problecaa. ., llut in addition co chat, chara vu cha ataam condan1in1 or the ataae 
or tha vatu that vu coain& out of tha pri:aey utin& the cool-dovn 
aoda tbay �r• 111 at oaa poillt before they vaoc: into tbe It� &&ll&rator 
cool-d01111 Dada - tha vatu vaa aoin& into the dnill UDk in tha pri:&ry 
coacainmat and it vu bein& talta11 out of tha ructor buUdill& into tha 
auxiliary buUdin&. 

that VII radioactive vatart 

Ta1, that vu radioactive vatar. 

� have a 1che:atic draViD& of this, of Hat td'1 three-Gila ialaad act 
va all have copiaa of it, vould you nplain it to ua on the draviaa? 

1 do11't thi:llt that 1a raally dataUad ciiOu&h to aac illto that. tbue 
are 11ot the caill ayataas, the probl� that occurTed vera oat • • • •  

��t 1111 the rllatiooahip batvaao the rupture of th� fuel ala=aot and 
the valva faUura. 

t rully doo' t lalov. 

Are they �altadl 

Thera il a poa1ibility tbat they could be. 
PODrOR\G\Ml 

Hov did tha atua bec:o=e radioactive? 1a that ll :ailuke. That 1a oat 
auppoaad to happao. 

The information that I had cottao vaa thara uy, thay balina there 
.uy have beao 10. rupture in tha ataaa aannator vbich c:auaad pri:aey 
vatar to a•t illto the .. coodaey. They haven't coofir.ad that. 

Do you toov if radioactivity has aver bca11 ralaaaed i11to the at=o�bare 
by eccident by a nuclaer canaretin& atation in the u.s. prior·to this? 

Thera have betu1 incident"• of vhara 1=-all &DOunU of pril:rarily nabla aaa 
bad baao ralauad but not to tbu aapituda aa fa-r u ve k.ocrv. 

What en• of radutiOII 1a th11Y Do you have the uchnical·IW>I· I 
undaratand thatthara ara different a. .. a? 

Vall, thua b &u=.&, vhic:h h tha ltiod t�t you vould Ill :rou knov 
vould be asternal danaer aaaantially. You vould hava a &a:=& aourc:a 
and you could ba axpoaed to it juat by valltin& next to it • 

. 
What type h thb .So you lnovl 

,It 1a • coDb1aAt1oo of all typea. Tha iodine il pr1:aar1ly beta. 
to other vorda it 11 aot a problea unless you aac it iotangll)'• 

.. 
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Hov :Soee io41ne eo111e out of t.hh? I 
I ! .l 

lo4ina 11 a Union pro�uct. lft\an the ur4niua finionala whole aer:tes ) 
of fiaaion pro<!ucta arc produced of vhich io4ina ia ana. 

Tou say thla vaa tha laraeat va have aver had. ln tar:a of vhat! 

Aloount of activity:·rroa the pd::ary indication• va hs.va nou, va thin:. 
that ia the cue. 

· . : 
I think that there �ve been rala:1au from other installations that 
vera of areatar �uota than this rala:aa. 

Hov do you·lr:Dov 1! the .&:OIIP&Diaa an aot aivtna you all the infomat!on' 
' 

I 
r 

Wall, chua vu a fev yaara aao, in South Carolina, a ralun from thaT : 
plant dovn thara and it vaat out to aaa. Thera have bean ralaaaaa fro: 
a •ntacy of pluu over a period of eta. Th1a ia not, th1a 11 lftr;e 
but I would baaitata aayin& ita the worst. 

Mr. C.na'ky, tba �any has only .at�tioaed iodine once aa bcin& 
ralaaaad. Thera vaa aa inferential reference to other iaotopaa. 
Have they told you if other iaotopu have b .. n found! 

llall, lat'·a bopa it vaaa't only io4ine lll that vaa ral ... ad, bacauaa 
if ue fOUDd those lanla of radioactivity in tba anvircn:Mnt and it vu 
only iodine 131 w would be in t:-ollbla. 

lft\at alae v.S foundT 

Thera abould be a lot of aobla radioacti••• a•••• in tha environ���ent 
and that ia vhat ia aiviaa ua tba radiation. 

Ia don! 

Not radon, but . .. --ac:l hypton. 

How will w lr:Dov -inqudible---1 

Suplu an kina llll&lyzad ri&ht nov to dacanica the quantitiu of 
radioactive iodine that wn in the anvirob.ct and va will be chac'".iaa 
atlk and ocher .. cariala to ••• if it ia baina picked up and if 
va can alao check people. 

Hr. Ccruaky, ia it poaaibla tbat that aecondary ayatam baa bee� 
cont�tad over a period of tiDe? 

I dollbt 1t. 

Than ia a poadb111ty that both aidu of, their two d<!u, there are 
two boilers, two li<!aa,.both could have bean contaainatad aa a raault 
of thll incidnt. · 

Tha contaaiftltion uy have juapad, tbat 11 that it could.hava coaa out 
of the plant and akippad a fev ailaa dovn·vind before it c ... dovn, 
that it vouldc't ba contaainated near the plant, but further on dovn? 

Tea, if you sot a hiah aoo�ah raleaae point, there ia aetna to be a 
point at vhic:h it ia not aotnc to touch dovn and one• it biu around 
it Will spread out. 

Are 70u c:he.:Uaa dawn-inc!. !low far c!ovn-1nd are you chackina for 
·contuinatialll 

Mre 

" PUOlrOR\G\Ml 

I 



cnusn: 

AHIC: 

A.'tlC: 

CDlUSl:f: 

FD.lltc:A: 

DOll.'! SIFt: 

Ttll..'l.tO:: 

DOR.'ISIFt: 

LT. CO'�.: 

J'ENSD: 

DORNSIFE: 

F'Dl1CX: 

DOI:l:Stn:: 

mucx: 

DO��"ln::. 

DOil.'ISIFE: 

P.UT 1\10 

PACE 4a 
We are aotaa to be spraadln& out around the plaat, atartln& vlth the 
plant ADd ao u far out aa v. need to 10 until find nothinJ. Va 
are aoLaa to ao out 10,20,30 ail•• at this potnt. 

f 
Vhat do you tall people that vera outaida, near there durin& � and 1 tod.yl 

We didn't knov becv.an 11 and 1 that anytbin; vas really ha�penina 

•• 
.. 

except for cma rad.L&;ion rudin& and at 1:00 vben vc aot aoae lnfor-at1on 
that w bad fr011 our trip fro�:� Kanisbura, dovn back to us, ant , 
called the plant at that point they vera shutt1n& the at••= syat•= 
clovn vbich voulcl atop the exposure. 

llhat do you tali tht2 at chis point, 1 - ths)' vera out, nobody 
koav it, ahould they aq to their doctor! ' 

lfo, at cbU point, untU va can daundlla vbat the ll&ll:1la= ponible • 
exposllra could have bun and that vW be abortly. 1 expect it 111 
the next da)' or tvo. Va vW koov vbat the vorn ca .. vc:uld bava bun 
and 1 chink va can than uka a detar:illation. It could ba vary,very 
nall &Dd it looks Uke it maht be -nry, very, saall-
Our iodLaa illfonaation, of iodine, the ralaua of iodine 
vbich is tba critical isotope. tba illfor:�aticm ve have &ot free our 
lab 10 far, illdicacu that iodine levels are vall belov vbat one voulcl 
allov in �he anvirot!Mnt IIOr:�&Uy. 

This Wlruilll JOU aava us • theory of vbat you hurd happened. ·Did you 
au any funbar indicatiou fr011 tba Hat Ed of!icial.l u co bov this 
baaan! ADd � so, could JOU uU us!. 

Well I vun't at the ... till& that just occurred barv.an tba ccn:;o&%1)' 
officials. 1 vu 111 the office knpilla vpdacad vlth the dtustion. 

Did they expls111 to JOU vbac happened. �Y tb1s happened. 

tbac illforaation vu the latest 1 bad aottan befora 1 came over to the 
praaa confaranca. 

1 thiDk ve have explained narychina that, they bava cold us about hov 
it bappauad on aa non-cachnical basis. Our concam 111 the ••till& vu · 
co datu1111na, vbat I think JOI&f concam vas this .onilla, eel I think 
oun, vby it cook so lona co upon it vban, eel I dcm'c bov if an11 
th&J bov vby cba curb1nu 1buc dovn. 1 thillk this is JOin& co cake 
aOt:l& detective vork. 

llhat bappanad 011 Jan. 14, Conmor! 1 UDdarnancl that on Jan. 14, cba 
plaac vu clo .. cl dovn dlla co a faulty pare ill the curb ina, auf nuLaad 

· clo .. d dovn for tvo welts. llhac happened theal 

rou uy be talld!l& about a heater draill Pllt:IP nplaca .. nt. 

Acooepharic St&la lelaaea valve ruptured and it vas clo1ad dovn !or 
tvo vaaka. tbis happened on J1n. lJ - turbine trip teat. Ware you 
avan of thatl 

We aat prau nlauu. Uaht off I vun't avara of that. • 

Are these tba Itt .. release valves that are nov relaaaill& the 

That var��· �·ba·:r ·.,.n uad �or the norwal coo1-dovn -

tou van not avera of the Jan. U incident! 

We aet pre•• releasee froa, NRC and reporta, I don't recall at the 
-nt. 

Ia it 11ot true that tha plant startad up a tastina procadute lalt �reb 
and over the palt 12 aanthl i� bas bean dovn for at lea•t five .ontha 
for aafaty reasons! 
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�11, it didll'' ao c-ccial un'11 Deca8ber. 
Ducilla tha' tutinl pedod it v .. dovn a fav t!Ma because of probla::.a, 
'ha' chey did find. 1 doa' c knov 'h• avac' &8011ftt of U:oe-, 'lut' thac,., 
il ftO� uac11 all-the bua• aca vocked out of the ayt...a. , v 
Hott pluu aca Uka c�c 1ft tha tutiaa peclod aad the fin' fev . 
.afttha they are c�rcial they do hav4 ao .. braakin& 1n problems. 

\lha' caused ----lll&udlbla---1 

Ovachutinl of the fuel, lack of coolia& &nd the overhaatiDI of chi 
fuel, 'TPically. 

Doe• chat poaa ' threat to cadioac�i .. ralaaaaal 

De!illltaly, 1f t� clacldiaa hn't than .an activi'Y vill &•t'out. 

ta 1' becaWia of the cla4d1a& 'hat u .. a bee ... ndloacthal 

Hot pc1aar11y, 'hat allovad .ora activity to a•c illto cha pcicary 
ayataa thaa VOilld uo�ly happen U that cU.da'' occur. 
Tba' didn't had clinctly to tha ralaua of tha 1ac011dary. 

Covaraor, C&ft you azplaill 011a .ara ct.. the call at about 10 llinutu 
of 7:00; i:ha' 1.8 vbaft they felt that they should c&ll. 

t .. , that 1.8 vbaa cbay beau to deuce abno� a.aWtts of rad1.8,1oa. 
' 

AI. far aa the -.cctaa, are they required by lav, n&ulatloD, or . 
vbac have you, to lllfona DEl or any state a&enc:y about vbeft they an 
aof.:la to vue l 

Tbey an aot required by lev, c:orract .. U 1'• vrona Too, but then il 
c uadanto�:�dilla betv&lft DEll &lid Hec Ed that thay vould, but they 
did uot. 

Do you taov 1f tbay lllfon�ed cha NJIC7 

1 do aot lc:llov U they iafonoad the NJIC1 

Mr. Doradfa, vbaft that curbifta tripped this DOtaln& aoaevhera arollftd 
4 or 4:30, did that autoaat1cally activate 'h• ahutdovn of the reactor 
or did that activiatioft have co ba accocpliahtd .. Dually! 

No, it pact of cba tyatea'a daalrn ao that i! �· turban cr1pa the 
reactor vill also trlp. • 

llcrv '011e of tba fav tbill&l that aOM of WI appuutly have liHD able 
- froa Met Ed, 1.8 that tba turbine trlppad at 4:30 a.a. ant! that 
tba ... raancy pcoc:edura at the plane baaan at 6:40. That ia �o houri 
and tu alllucu. Whyl 

· 

Well, 1 don't lc:llov vba� happeaad in tba ••atiaa but it could have btln 
that, all tha iodicacioaa .. , bava bua no� up to that ·1M, I doa't 
lc:llov, 

\lhat 1a the co.puy ••rial about thatf· 

Tha c�any ia aayin& tha� the tndicatioaa vera DOna&l up to that ti .. 
that tha DOTaal tafecy fuactiona vera occurrtn& and they didn't be&in 
to ••• radiation until about that tiM • .  �t h vbac they an nyi:la, 
va hawa ao vay co verify that or not. • 

They aoc alara.d, d14D't they, vhan they found vacar on ella floor of 
· tha c:oatainMnt aru? 

·· POOR-ORIGINAl 
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They aoc alar.ed Vhon they �aaan to detect radiation io the acaoaphere1 
fro. our •atill& vitb tb••· 1 I 1 ,, 

' 
Vhan did they ••• tho vatar! 
llu that after? 

1 doD't knoV. 

Covernor, they told you that they ver� detectiD&, tbia .aroin& vber 
va :alkad co you, they told you that they bad detected rat�tion 
1n the aemo1phara. lla1 there aver a poiDt today at vhich tbay told 
you oo, va'ra lorry va ara vrooa, �ban 1a DO ndi.atioo in the 
atao•;bant 

I 

'I 

No, altbouah tbara vera pr••• report• that they had laid so. But they� � 
bad Devor told .. that directly. 

Did cbay cootact you vbeD they dotoccad radiat1DD outaida cbo plant 
or vithin tbo priaary • • •  

llith1D cha plct. Tbm accordiD& to th .. they vane '--diately and 
baaan to taka 0111ito raadin&l at tbo pe�ipher&l of tho plaat-

CGvoroor ScraDtoa you aaid in your atatoaent that tho aituatiOD 1a 
.oro co.plax thaD tbo cocpany first lad ua to bol1ave • • •  ara you cayioa 
tho co=paDY .tslod you 011 chill 

1 think there 1a a aroat deal of dil&ppoint=ont from our'aido that 
tho c�aay did "'DOt toll ua that tboy vore vantinl radioactivity, 
particularly vhan atate=enta vera repreaenced that they .. de, that 
they aeid tbore vaa no radioacitivi�y beiDa put out ill tbo at:Oaphera. 

All day looa, Covornor, public officiall like yournlf and lilt Ed 
people have boon aayioa that thoro 1a aot ao �diata danaar, but 
DOV ayina that could lead to an illcnue in birth 
dafocta and cancer, 1a that a diatiact poaaibilitt? 

:1 doo't blov ed 1 .. DOt qualified to '!•c:ulata oo tbat. 

Hr. Caru:�ky! 

lloll, u vu 1a the atate .. nt any lncreuo ill radiation �o1ura 
could �ua• an iac:re&�ad risk of bioltaical affac:ta, va doo't 
knov vhat the axteot of tbat axpoaure 11 yet, ao ••• 

1a there any cb&Dco that it contaainac�d tba rtvt:"l 

No i doo' t loaUava 10, unlua tba &.oUIIt tbat 1a in the air 1a vaahed 
to the arouod and iato the rtver aod it, cbe conctDtracioo, it vould 
bo diluted. 

It •••• lika than an' ao •ny tbinaa failina in that plane, could 
you a•t a list of Vhat. ia DOt vorltiaa rtah.t nov, other tbao tho 
plant ltGoll, ba�uae it .ultiplitl avoryti=o vo co.o UP·:· 

I tbiok you woUld probably have to aak tho NlC for that
.
bocauao that 

ia aenorally thoro buaineaa and 1 aa�ure they vill take an inventory 
of it. ·:. •• • • 

· 

Covernor, ia there any control that the ataco has over tbia �At td 
or ia tbare anybody in tho acato vho ia qu411f1ad to dacer=tae if 
they are c�llin& the truth vhic:h thay have not put off notifyin& 
ua of thor ... raeac:y thia .ornina, thay -inaudible-----

• they could YOnt all ni&ht lone, poaaibla unl••• there are fed�r•l 
aaenta out there, · 

There ara federal aaenta ther�. I think t�o control that tha.atate 

.. , . 
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., ..... 
haa if there 1e not indlcatloa that tha a.ounta of rad1oact1v1y 
ara above, at tha laval at vtllch thay au .conlldaud daaauo...a, � 
thea thara 11 very little control that tha lt&ta hal. • • 
t think what va have to do 1a 801litor and what ua have to do 1a 
M prepared to evacuate aDd call in tha federal aovanmant for· 
outalda azaainatlon and eonflraation of exactly vhat tha lavals 
of radlatioll ara 

-. ., 

Ara you avara of ey lavsulta pandilll aa�llllt !let Ed d&ht aov 
charatna chat- Waadlyl . 
No I a. not, bu� that doelll't .. aa tbay are !lOt. 

CovafftOr, did the co.;oapy lodlcate to you after the ------v11. 
no lollaar bela& p�d loco tha aanaracloa atnloo, vbat tha 
praaaura vaa loaida tbe collt&inDant cover per aquare lachl 

llo they didn't ... 

... 

� van uldna all 110mlna becauaa that vas a pdaary concam, because 
the ADDUCt o! laakaaa throuah the containment ia dependant upon the 
puuura eel all .aru1oa tbay vera uyln& that it Val len than 
cna lb. diifarcntl&l pre11ure. 

\!bat do .. that M.t.lll 

The pranun lodde the ccnta1olaant Val vary vary lov. 

Bov do .. it co.p�ra ---tnaudl'bla------

Wall I aa t&lkiD& about cliffarallti&l preasura, above 14.7 lb1. 
par 1quara loeb, pal aaU3• pr&IIUre, vhteh ia differantl&l pre11ura. 

I· think it 11 fair to aay that the cccpany did indicate to 111 that 
at the tiM vtlan they Mt Vith 111 vhich VII about a couple of hours 
&Eo, that Vithlo a fev houra of that ct.a,.tba vbola coolin& clovn 
aystam of that reactor vould bava 'bean complata and thara vould ba 
DD further nac&llity fer ventinl• Whathar that 1a actually vhat 
baa co=a to p111 or !lOt, I can't attaat to 'but va do have a pro=l•• 
!rca the that thay Vill notify 111 to any V&ntin&• 

Ia thia campanJ abut d� loacfar aa producina alectriclty. 

t .. . it 11 

·Ia it abut dcvn operatlonallyl 

Tal it 11. 

Hov lena ia it aotna to 'ba abut dovnl 

lt dapend1 upon the extant of the daaaaa, it dapanda upon the extant 
of the aafaty pro'bl ... ; It Vill cerulnly net be a .. ttar'of day1, 
it vill ba a aattar of vaaka. 

Thera are a lot of paopla 1a the area-and you talked about evacuation 
de you have plaua for evacuation apd ara tbay all aac to ao! 

Y•• VI do. Colonel H.ndaraOn ,, lp rb•rr• of rber op••et'2' end hi b.• 
11ven .. tvsry taaurance tbJt. tbty UIT' •lerred (frac sb1n; thia 
aornlna, it �� tha fir•t thin: ha clid :t�r� �!'f����o: p:�•:fn•l 
fn Z11I£i aurrcundlna soundu and thn b •  \ o n·:& 
that t • -

. -

·. 
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1 don't kaov, he has a eivtl defea.e representative Vho oua�• to-be 
avara of that. • 

Where are these people &oiD& to 10 if avac�tad! 

All of tb�s• counties have avac�tion plans predasianated school 
buUdin&s, and so tonh, this 1111rniaa vhn ve aot1f1ad thA£, vhaa we 
�d received the aenaral alert froc three-aile island that there vaa 

-· 
.. 

a possibility of cont&min.tion outside of the plant sates ve verified 
Vith the county civU defense directors, they 1a turn notified 
and alerted the achool offi�ls vho, vhera the .... eare canter• 
a��d elnvhara vt

i
are they are located, they notified the AMrican 

led Cross uul tbdr otl\ar "l•ac1•• that would be iii'J'Ol.,.d 111 !-f'-'1 
evac�tion to be prepared for avac�tioc, Tbia va. not e sanaral 
notification to the pubUc, this vas •rely the or&aniution to lain .. 
forward, if you vtll, 1a the foKholaa, to be prepared for this. 

Hov uny people are va talldn& about! 

Vall, va didn't kaov UAtil- sot a further tu41D& u to vhare 
tha UDJafa condition. vera. 

What is y�ur aniaaca if chera is &II avac�tion, bov uny peo�la! 

1 have 110111, 1f tha Vin4 is blovtn& tovud ll&rriabura it could au 
pretty heavy. If it ta &oia& � the river, dovn louta,Ul, ellen 
aren't a lot

.
of people -rtaht alons tba river ao • • •  

b Rarrtsbur& 1a dan&er of pouibla evac�Uon! 

ll&rriabur& 11 Vitbia the 10 aile raaaa, not tba five aile ran&•· 
Jaaically our plalu ua It and on the five llila ran a•. 

Vhere v1ll they be evacuated to! 

tlch couaty baa pradaaianatad location.. 

School& vtthia the aru! 

School& an in the tche•. 

1 aa not aura vbat tbay are bein& -------fro. tf they are aoiD& to atay 
1a the area and &o to a school. 

· 
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Outaida of tha danaar araa, in tho achoola outaida tha 4Jna.r 
• 

Hov likely 1a an evacuation! 

li&ht nov, it11 al�•t caro. 

• 

Rov uny calla hiiVI you aottan froa tha pubUc on thil today?. , 

Vary f�. K.o•c: of oun loava b .. n froc tbt prua. 41 far lOllY 
a. California, oed Hav Yo•k, Florida. I talked to levin 
K.olloy at f:po thil afurnooa aad ha had bad tvalva calla 
iA h1a Of tiC I fr011• c1 UZIDI • . ' 

Rov far avay fro. the pleat baa 1ncraa .. d ra41adOD lnala 
bun datacucl! 

.. 

Our aurvaya 1ocl1cata that v. aav iocraaaacl radiation lawall rtaht 
hare 1o tha aiddla of Harr�bura for a vary ah•rt �ariod o! 
u-. Juat lll&bcly, but they vara there. 

Covarnor, vas tbara aoy rypa of an axploa1on durin& tba --------

�o • • 

II tbara any daoaar of axplo1ion nov! 

C:Ovarnot, • puttio& out nporu that then 
voa a tt.la tb• lathal doae of radiation inaida tha reactor bouaina. 
If that 1a t'nll then I'• aakin& if you caa confim that nu:bet ona 
aacl nu:bar tvo, if that vaa true, vas than aaybody iA tba 
araa of that bou1iaa or inaida tha hou.iaa itaalf that • • •  

Firat of all, t can't tall you if it VII trua. I aaaUDa vhat 
tbay'ra talkin& about 11 1na1da tha p�ry boulint 
which U bu•.lt to houaa sora than a lethal dole of radioactivity. 
Jut t don't intend to ba an apoloai•t fo� thia aituation. tbay 
doa't have paraODnal Within that prtqary araa. tf that ' •  vhu 
ha 1a rafarrina to it could wery vall ba. lut bear• llava baan 
no iodicationa froa our talkl vitb anybody or froa tha DB'• 
.aoitorio& that thara haa bean an lethal doaa of radiation 
anyvhara oa aita, off aita or anyVhara ia tha araa and 1 �bink 
that'• tba raaaoo vby va fall confidant tlla� va'n not aoiaa to b 
bll'll to eYICUitl, 

llaVI thay told you vbat tba laval of ridtatioc 1a or VII inaidl tbat 
·pdur}' chubar? Durin& tha coolin& dovn period? 

Ho, thay have uot. 

I I I 

. . . 
·. 

'moil-· ORIGINAL 

• •  
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